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IR MIAd Hufent, SHtet,
g9t 76 § vifgHerge feg Trufanr geret
JEAT 265 fdgdtt ¥3H &3 famim1 feg

fenax aerT a8 BfasT feg I Trug famr

M3 ISE AIH IIIBE 3 I nfar oF
Bue fog IuHs & 3T g fomr fam feg
| fagt & ufgge Stose 2Ae 5%
SISt Ar<dtt | gAY A9 AR fsfEa &
caIten €7 HEtaw a%a o feHg3 AT
(A8 24 faedint® ¥3H J et |
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Tami fog AZ 3 AIftmiz HaT AT Tt Jevet 39T fox @9 fad AR & W9
feg J1 ISt & At formaedt I9aT gdE Agdt Jev J |

Tnig fE8IT 31 I& ATSTIT JUST B, 93T IE aTds fer =7 feqrg f8arer 3793
BET IS aTHET T 1 fAE 82 2¢ T Tnff EnideTElsT I9%3 JTddr feg He™ HTg Idit
I5| 88 twm &S © wigs Tt 39AUd 95| fer gen feu dfdar § Aeraeg
FEfenT A&7 IdleT I | 7 A9 €976 WHMT I& ATIHE M8 et 76 X Ir9ardt ardte
% AT T AIftmlT 5% JoT fumes I 3t fegHE a9 wis feaigTE € e nigTE 78
TR TS| Y feg miAT I fanrasa Terr &7 eq for &2t fsars arg ushtt mi3
faaraTs QUahTt € IH feg UgearsT Jet Agdt J |

gI3 T ITEH U3T HAST U 907 I | U A WIS »iz EeIoreas Aed
FI& e @ 3Te fIaras §OTet '3 udst AT wi@T T AN feu feg 39 Sus Ihnit
HIEa=! I | WA I3 S AN € AI9Ed €93 J9a' g9 J | feA &2 §T et AcI &
ufow féer I 1 fom a7 3793t geret uatt & fidiedt Jg u AT T |

157 JET vifgn TH AST OH WIS Fodciee! WS HI AU § TUT8T &er

gevet 439 T fea 3+ 5% a9 fagr 31 fen feamm feg pafinr g9 B2t fagt uzs 3

f3gr I feg Ag 3 HI3YTs ferm I rdter I

fen oen © AN T 34 f5a® adt As fx &% 15 g6 § deded fea J&sianued
JEAAS J famr | fer feg H3 &1 HJ ae | fer A feg dege® 39T &9 gA
JEAT J| I AT Ydt 397 AR o8 fufonr dfenr 31 feg gen us 39 99 aet

[aXelnN

w3t T fagrar 57 fe T6 | U AES s »i3 AU ITer € Onf kg U3 J AT I6 |

wifoHerge IR feg fex yAeT fere™m g 9rF 99 famim | feg fex afgmur
It T ferm o339 v Grg < femeA &t 3 foar | t.5T fsGm & ot feesfel fem G
fa feor I fx “HS femem &t I fogm B 59 famr of | A9 @& HIT nidt ArgHE w3H 3
JT | IT 3 © It gefAnft feg” feg Ag 3 fenrex aerT At |
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gags] feurfipy - wyay € €

33 e I3 A fafs arg ofg a2 fA 9= = femm
J UIHHAI ! 7 39 &1 enJT Ao 39 J41 I¢ As,
8T i3 T w3 7 3afnt HIs =& Hs, 8T s Ut a+t T3 arg |

O Lord! Those who are imbibed in Your Naam, win;
whilst those who are deceitful, lose.

fofy a7e Toy Fafenri21
et T T fous © 397 &t uIHIH fouas o137 J|
God appointed Dharamraj (Judge of Righteousness) to account for people's
actions.

ASK HS 111

ferme s ferre 2=
AZ gamit &g niAgaAsT (J9ah) J,
foust famrs &g & wirgdasT I

Amazing are the melodies and the scriptures.

fermme #inr femme 3=
Hies &g & nirgansT I, fSa3et f&g S niRgdAsT J|
Amazing is life and the diversity found within.

feme gu feme Jani
et € fu-2d Ut 3 g K9 & niA"aAsT J|
Amazing are the various forms and colors of the creatures.

femre s feafa 7311
&t A3t T &1 fedar & miAgIrHsT J1
Amazing are the beings who roam naked.

ferme Uz ferH= ushi
IS U T Y-2Y Jar 9 I wiAgIAST J|
Amazing are the characters of air and the water.
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fermme niEret gsfa fesm=t
id i3 BF Ihnit g3t &9 <t nirgdasT J|
Amazing are the manifestations of fire.

ferme uast feme uat
THTs &9 & wiAgIrsT J, 99 uehit f&g & niAgansT J1

Amazing is the earth and the sources of creation.

ferme Afe arfa uaat 1
BT Tt JIT MigATT Y-I9 JAT fT9 < wiR"IA3T J|
Amazing are the worldly tastes to which humans are attached.

ferme Fvar fere feqar i
fHwe i3 fegzss S99 & viAggrsT J1

Amazing is the union and the separation.

fermme 3y femHme a1 |l
3y 9 3 niFgdAsT I, 391 9 < wiAgIAsT I
Amazing is the starvation and amazing is contentment
(Guru Ji is observing the amazing creation of God).

ferme frefs feme g i
UTHHT & fAe3-Ag 9 & wiAgansT J|
Amazing is the praise and adoration.

fermie €3f3 feme 9o 1
o AE &g & niAgdA3T I, 99 UT &9 & wirgddasT J|
The wilderness as well as the returning to path are amazing.

ferme 33 fermie gfo 1l
UYIHAT § 33 3 9 uT 9 2 niAganAsT J1
Amazing is the intimacy and separation.

fermne @9 gwer ggfa 1l
33 3 33 ot F wiAwIAST I
Amazing is the omnipresence of God.

sHOIT o330 A feg°
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7 fer oot St 1t & a9 Arfow ©
@uw?rm%wrrﬁqwaaaeﬁrwzﬂ
m%wm?gfssz{éfgaéwﬁ?@g
3 Frfog Bt & wivusT It uoH-3fg J |

uast ot At e g AT & BT E
Fﬂﬁé‘rﬁa—o’m—swﬁ@waﬁ?w
W WT—HGT MUIRES O(thdIIVHTI IHQ' é’)O('

A3 3 QUI gu misH=T T Hi3® J, fag nisHr
HU AS393" 99 YIs gu o8 AT Idt J1
feg HU A3393T 7 fogam WEHES™ A Yd™d
¥ Hi=s ot vifsy At 7 sag Jer I |
feme-fenmit feggasT © M3HI Jar
feg Ifamr dfenr =t feg 2y Aeer 9 fa
IId H oY 3 YfeSt € yrr q9¢ 76 3 fer &r
8H 397 AoH™S J9¢ I6 fAe 8T yg-yisH =r

Y33 T WATHE AHTS &adit | dies © HI'®
HdM3 e Y9y 3 UM = JeT 3¢ ad I
ferret aHt & J9-dF Aoy o viFls 3

I IS |
feg gdt & arg it feg nmuEr I Hraar

H_H-F(V)H' 5(7-|T 3 AdTH W U‘E'dl'l HHIO(:‘> STHT
T;Q'G@UﬁTHETE’LD-ﬂ'YHTEHIHE'THTéT CIES
feg 393 & ydts fmrsu fom w2t
fefamisd Ha & aig it € He feg nust
fizarts He-faadt & Yty fouret 33
Jg it € fegr9 s, Y 3 {393 © AdU feo
JT6 9 T ©f I€ 3 FIFtAdt IS | e
HHT! € 8 I A © 033 IH-3IH 5785
FIYJ UGTHST 3 T8t UfS3I3T ¥ U356 5%
Yt 39 AfTHS T3 |

FIH-fAUTs 31 fea &g & I 3 &t
3t fed o= It 9u 3 99HCT © forclas g9
fggr AT AgET J |

WMBHIIT 3 Sf3a-fefamrs T v+t feg
3% AT S i J9 A & fenm 39 3 fer dis
NISHT € AR & J€ & Hge 71 fer wmsHa
AHTH feg 2 et € It AgY feeHs I5-
I3 3%, IS g9 3 I3 (698U JfaT T feat
Afsgar

fgar geT J |
gadr, €9 I BEdat 3T
ATIHE 3J78 SIHT &7 FUT 7T {37 AT=dI i3
fer feg gt fAdt & @0 we &t I A 1"
"yg = YH 3' funt 39 v few I fem enrar
yg T foem ey Enfeg Jer g 3 et me 3
89 AEE9 71" yg T fqur-fgrdt gurar 4t
FIHT T JU& 3" a3t fHe ASET T |
Jg # 3t few 37 Ifo fife Ts, "I
HAGHS | fAgsT feeag 3AT &9 99 4, €9
foue nifsmirs I For fers™H 37 39 ©F 997
feg fegg I A8 I3 = fBngr 96 feg T |
Ao feres™H 3T U0 7 g3 feg 91 feg g3
HATI® I1 =% MUE vy & HATSH STl
AT FEHT I wifAgr 8= Aae 31" T fdg!
FOT WdT 37 aH feg T, &7 fx 3Tsnit nifex
Ygd T TI3-3HT feg" T watt | 7 397 o3
FI3T YIy o UIH A3t &% feang I 37 feg
It o3 Tt I AR & wms § fas e O
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NIES He B3 Tg ur fenr I, 8RS ARG &
&t a3 fonr 31" fer € grege fJenf, Aahr
B’WEW@W@?WUWH
fder J1 I #t T fer feme-fomft uon <F
YJaT Hawaet foadlds 3 &<t FHOHT
ferdtags feg agit & &<t Jer 31 us feg
fere fenyasT feeest @ HafHR AU
TH &I T A MEHI AU TS I | feg 3t
fex 39T T AHIT AT J # U393 3 niaH fes°

8r €3 37g T I T ? it HRY B nuSt
3T €t HedsT § Ag SRSt feg" S ARE ©
nigse YU I fonm I 2 & H-HHST ®
nig mifgH's, Ts-<%3, gul w3 Ge-usdt @
nifsHs-ge = f3nrar &9 oz T 7 Jar,
A3t 3 H3-H33TT ¥ fere fuRe »ize 3t
89 #fas 75, 7 HOY T U35 &9 faw 751 ot
fegt wfagt § sarg fesT famrr 3 2

fifes oHeger A A8 I3 T 1 HaY fex
J1 93 3 yrug H3get 3 fiet © a9s

Acfes J faar I 1 9T ni31s for =93vs feo
fenmua I1 feg W3 faR HefAx 3 af3a
UTHaH & TF &dt I, &7 It feg fan faast
yGaH ©f Sud I1 feg 3T q93T-ydy =
MUE 2% 3T o ARSEE I, 7 yfgst ©
YITU-80 IIA ©f ¥ 7St feg €3Us Jev 3
3 feg fer 33t @is Jur 9, i@ Ao 3
3 WMTITH-JTIT feT AIHITE T IS |

g 1 & fJg-H3 =% <33 Afel g
T Butiar 3T 1 I3aW T 'I9t g9t AuET
IHe-H3 © g 3, 7 67 © mufont feg
Ag Ifenr 1 g9 #t R &% & Jinfe a9e
TS| MY I SI1E »3 Hinft Hig T9dr HASH
Eaéﬂm@%amaraﬁm%@?j%ﬁqu

3 'JIH' 'TIIT 3 'HHIS' e AN T |
%ﬂ@wwﬁmﬁéfgﬁ?mmﬁ‘%

gg it 3t Bat 3 gA feg F e
UsT I& o H Y Yg-yisH &% gF & firar-
AeT Hies g313 &9 fgor 9 ? o €9 fudt
95, fas- Ifaz Yy o9 A= 3 faas
I W3 IF o 25T IS ? ot BT IIHU TS
fen 377, Mraafas g6 AR niss feu fefss
5839 MUE Jeg-fig Fad oS yaanT
&9 97 5 ? ot €T »iy yo9 €35 I
swE €t et Hiox §, 7 fx HgusT = A9
33 I A U938 €3 I3 9 I 7 ot TI9-
it AEssT, far & Hgu <t Ja37 § wfanr
a'f‘swrrzr @U@n?@w@azﬂ%mn@
Afsgar

g=e %, 87 niuarg Tt st It It
5| a3 WY »i3 HdY fex 3 gt an <t
JERaST Ut o Gt feg T3 FETUS J9% IS,
87 oz Tt HaSt gt I8 UIR 3
fersat <t yAUS ATS AI<EsH A1 I, 7 fEx
J1 fagt & 9u, I993 € 3 39 56 e At
€ €906 dI3 I5, QU Us g5 | fagh & far &
H3®% 7 fan < gdr feg I9Hy &% AT uTst
3, 89 A9 niggt feg n=Hx yIn 951 fAg
diAfe o9 I9 aox €< Ht SIHET I% fx
"fer ga1 feg 9 I uoH = Fes-fie J1"
freT fog S 3AT 9 7t © ©9Hs adt a9 &<,
8% 37 3T Yg-YI3H T Hrdit-HS T nide-
HET Wgge Y3 &t I AGeT | Ua-yaT »ife
fooe® o T umwwérsar
w@malmﬁa—f?%ﬂﬁgaﬁgﬁ
BH-TST et § THS o »i3 yg = &H
fAHIs J9d #les © ATT Yy=ag3 de Hide
Vifs & 39 four 91 yg = s Au dt
fmes 3, e 3 &9 feg © gdnis & feo
WWWUWFW 8r & yg-
@37—[ < G'H:ﬁl‘%‘o( gu I‘E'tl TIHS AJ ?758 HS,
8H ¥ »igs< § IIYT JU feg HiE fonr H,
WM3IHS 39 '3 BA € 99&T & AIeE a9 o
A, R &t fFat ufga & vz o Mt wiz G/ T
HOT na3< & SIa & o g f&nmm AT |




o Y

ARE HY 9918

A. AAfeeg fRw faredis (18-8-1949-31-5-2025)
s™HUSt fefsoA &t g39-us T fSa=r

. Arfees fiw foredhrs Ut ret 3°
U g TgT <0 s AST 9313 9 31 HET
2025 § HIJ AT ysu fHw JAUS™S
SftmreT fed 919 996 <9 7 fa9™ Ia | I3

-

71fE A3

Cicue

AeIs fAw fesx

9996371716 R -
feaat € Aies ff9 i oz =% <3 er3,
Buat & et it & Yo' &% It T As | UTH

I AIAST Afea dadt €5  Hf Af3gg 7/t €
JIH WeAT sTHOTT Aoz fefsam < aa

et ufost /Y 33t Afog < fagumsr <9
TAUSTS AE THS fE&t 3 nie 98 As, T
A3 Jert3 fAw 33 @fent & Qaat § It At
T H9e3, Bhe mus AU g Tu®
Fgerfent A | ufgst 3t eeet & & fagumsT
g nrr AT A, f7E »iy® € nig R HE ©
T79 BUa’ T T9Hs 9T | U 9 39wl € faad
FIe A5l feg BIs' § oAU 9 ¥us

feg ge 7raT, fog et At AeaT It A< Ifen
At 8¢ fAd 8ot € o3 gy foza Bust & ux
IIH 2T & F I96 M3 TSI Ay Afegret
TH AT daAdt & E3T g9 AT II A |
&g gt # = 7As™i A fa Af39g A9 uSHT
T JIH nUI-niud He nis st 25 e
fer args Arfeeg fw €9 Hao® Iran fous
UgE © u39 *9 J9 A fAm Aear Gust &F

e fazr famr B @6 3 I®-I% Yaer
fgor| feg Gt € &5 3 dimg3 Jet g€ T
et ot foat gme gt 7 G um St
IfIet A €7 & S5 3 I fx fAgs fammer
fearz ast I T= B9 an 9 Ts w3
e HL.G. 99 6% 76 | /i Af3qg 8¢ fRw
it 3 9IB9 I AT § II AST T35 A5
et faar| nigs feat 9 33t Afog nBE 3
A3 Ht 898 iy # €7 % 978 HeE BT
JAUS™S UU9 A& | 27 HET gufad H 3 AT
9995 fAw udles wu #F T TIEs
niret /g, <9 J9d »ie | 87 31 &8 A
BT &S Bt A U fogaT IAAST »is fomrs
o A3 5% 59-59 HT |

TINAS 2019 &9 ny & fies ArEE
et Ae9Hs od At 896" T A'H 83 I Aa |
Af3gar

93T T I® it Jet G ATEdrt | wifadt
yf3sTSt fies AEE © fegsr €ust & ug
Afor 29 a0t »i™& W3 nied-wiTgd It yIe©
e |

W T A6H g (UAE) © fHE®
HI& g fuzsT 7. fagus fAw s&AT miz H3T
JIGH AT © WT 18 MITHS 1949 & Ifemr| €3
3 ufos 7. fagus fAw 9 118 fesug &9
IfT & niteT ot HAtS s 3 gofent Iae |
g% 3 gnfe 8T Adrudt T X I%< <9
feca Barare | &g Bt 'aHUST Yoo 7™
g I IJ MBTG »iAT ©F 9 - HY
=T 8T g miaug A ud §ust & srHuTdt
fefzam w3 ity fefzam o St famrs A
8T J9HaMIH T UM =T &< A | Bt &t

; 10
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89w g3 o g% Arfeeg fw 2t fegst deat
g yq 7T 3 o7 €re 9% Ho & A%< 3
Aoz ufg® »iug €39 aF €T FAs- 'Us 99
IH AW | Aarust fey fEs sHordt B3 g

et S =t famr 7 A U F i u9
A% &9 Ydie I & aTHudt fefsam @ S0
fagu g= famirm |

gt T fefenragt AAfees U™ &%
1957-59 f@9 ImUT »i famr fig 8T I&=

T 8 3w IHAT Jue | gz & g97 gua
I A3 At 39 foe | sHTdt Ttes w3 fusT At
T 996 TRt T wifdgr wiAg i fx
AAfeeg fAw T He vy 9 f3s Age
NEHT gAY Ifde- ‘T IH THW, g9 ni3
351" fEa 39t ¥ feg €9 fewdt mae As

=AY g 991 &t 3ges dF 3 ufgeg
feg oHH et €8 Hg9 gAST <9 »ir famr |
AAfeTs fAw & g« 3° »miH.2. (fefsam) 3
o ugTet fdst feu It HatHs o=t | ug fusT +t
ot frgs 31 & Ifaz 96 Baat &t st €<
et | fer AR ARfeeg fRw Qost & A a9%

NN

3 femer Wg € ygoT 3986 %E A8 8c-He

gt & Gost © 3=t Aies AeT & AU foHTE3
9 fEst At

AAfeTd fAW T o7& IIaH fRw 337 =
fugaz fanrsst 439 T yfifu fils wisy gt
(AFETAYT) At ug BT &9 T I T9IHY
f[T9 H Sfan™ a3eT AT | f&g ufa® Aa3 U
T AHT AT | B39 feost fes! e garygg &
a3 A e ygfes Ja g9eH fiw &
SHUST fAw AR o 9t »i3 ¢ &% O3
famir| fegst feat feg It gme fog Iz =%
SITAY ST AH AT 3eT AT | I9a™H fRw
W T S0 3913 T niaH 99 U &9 fa37|
feg €2 1919-21 o9 =993 @@ feoa
THfar3® ff9 &<t I%< &fes g8 <9
Jt &H IIT S fAA € B & IHIT A THB A |

JdeH fRw J9t 3 B®c Bust =T
et fagus fiw 3t Avieg g AT 7 879
fS9 w8z 3 ufos Qust v ufgera, »ify3Hg
e € e S99 € UTH 3%<sT TR O fiw et
TAGIX AT | AdMOdr M3 96T 8= 3 mUE
fUzT 7 »iz JIat Yot 3 derat g nud
Y& Jai fef3ar &t Andinrt He-AE & 976
AAfEed © He &9 fefsom su ot fagu =
Af3gar

3 <t a9¢ IJ| Ifed AAsar @ ferfsas
UTH 96 gmiE 8at gt A HE. K8 T59x
= feHf3as UH J9d @A © @3 39 I
TTHCIUST 326 © 33 dd I BET | € I A
IiE Te39 & AHT &R 39T ges famr
7 sHOS fef3oA AUt eAs=H uuE
TIE T AYY 9& famrm|

fer 7 3 A, 3799 fiw WH.2. 31
yJe 3 g J939 Hw it ufgst 3 Afenr
J9¢ As | AAfeegd fAw fegst © Ruda feo
o ae| fer 3 ufost wifssuarg afent
it © H93T A fa 7 AT 39T q9< J 3°
MUE T239 3 feamaseH o nis fam
fefsorarg & fAegrt fSat1 Hoew =9
w7t 3 37. 7 fAw geT d9f 3° o U39
foer 3 fozr) ot Afsgg Aot filw #t &
fex fes 7. 509 fAw I3t &% g9 Jafenit
8Jat & i’ Ia sHoTat fefzgm © TAz=q
87 Haf%3 a9 93 A5, 8H 3 niare aH 396
e faar| €aat & nust ggadt AT g3 fentt
T fagg J3fenr, Af3qY & & fer oW Bt
st fefsom &9 3ot 3° €9 7T Ao
Af3ag 7 fer 3 ufgs AAfees fAv
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TASRHT 99 9997 I(PAT I AS M3
fefsom o Hifuz %3, ucsr Afoy,

nif3Ag, 383 nife gt 3 8RS IfmT e

fefsafAaa mAgst &€ forsedt a9 f<8

A& | g€ 99 fRw 39 T afgs gmie Af3qg
' & A3 3IAH fHw Iidt, Arfeeg fiw ot
soadtes A fefsom e adn fRe de e &
nieR fa37| 3T FIfentt 15 AAB I I8 A A
JI U A® YJ a9 B¢ 3T UsHS & JaE9 I
T H | I8 AX O SEHIHE gie faet Bug
IIfE3 I, UIH UAT © AW 3 dAIT I
f3nmar U39 T A I9 T30 R miT g9 I |
AAfeTg fifw It T nide 797 1976
fS9 7. 39&H fAw dage (fagmg) &t ru3dt
STt AEdHS o &' dfenT| et & fidt f<g
WH.E. Ufow™ 7% uH &9 feonr At ug feg &
YTH &ITfET T Wiess T96 WH.E. Yt &
JE i3 nide J famim | G ArRfeeg fAw dnrt
feust € yge JifSa a9s T oH & q9T v
e 9 dfes T®3 ffo st fan fia=

frarfes © w3 qforst &t g& 8T As | 8Jaf

Ae® I, frig |t Af3ag I fitw #t w2 3
e Ao | foreanis 7t & feaat aret Ehnif fea
3 U T9 »3 99 I g3 At feen
T3 A3 AAHIS TR T € ISH nigATg
St | wmu gaft, 3 gHET I9enrTT yEuR
SNt T aTHEE HEd <t 99| aTHOTaT fefsam
fefanrfen f&g »my 87 U39 U7 J9< IJ|
AR U3I U3Te g mu € 3Y 28U IJ |
1985 39 Af3gg #t & »my § A3 A3y
AUTes 96 ©F JaH 2371 HAST feor® fRw
i3 i3y ifw o=t 7t Afgsar s96 @ A |
fer a9 T 99 HAts 10 3° 13 fos fdt 3
o I 7t 3t Arfog fa378T As | 20t faset

T ufgeg e 35 mUsInt A | St HeAS
39 IS TS, FHUST fI3x THI T A.
I3 fAw 713 © @3 g2 gad13 fHw fewfes
T &%, fegarast St I9HIS &9, H. Hat
fAw Hog &t foemt 5% ni3 2 it
fenmg oz | 38 it fusT T vifsy feat R
SIs T UHR A |

AAfeTg fAw 7t © 35t »i3 € 3t =
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The Musical Legacy of the Namdhari Community:

Tradition, Reform and Revival in Sikh Devotional Music

Dr. Gurdeep Singh Sandhu

Introduction

Music within the Sikh tradition has
long served as a vehicle for devotion,
theological expression, and communal
cohesion. Among the many strands of Sikh
practice, the Namdhari community occupies a
singular position for its strict observance of
raga-based kirtan, historical instrumentation,
and spiritual rigor. Founded by Satguru Ram
Singh in the mid-19th century, the Namdharis-
also called Kukas-sought to return Sikhism to
the purity of the Guru period by rejecting
British colonial customs and reinstating
spiritual autonomy. While most scholarship on
Namdharis has focused on their political
resistance and role in anti-colonial activism,
this chapter foregrounds their musical
traditions as both a spiritual and political act.
From the ascetic tone of their kirtan to their
sustained use of the taus and dilruba,
Namdhari musicians preserve a cultural legacy
that bridges historical memory with
contemporary resonance.
Historical Origins and Religious Philosophy

The Namdhari movement arose in
Punjab during the sociopolitical upheaval that
followed the annexation of the Sikh Empire in
1849. Satguru Ram Singh (1816-1885), once a
Af3gar
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soldier in the Khalsa Army, turned to spiritual
reformer in response to the decline of Sikh
institutions under British rule. In 1857, he
formally initiated the Sant Khalsa, instituting a
code of conduct that emphasized
vegetarianism, white homespun attire, and
strict moral behavior. He opposed idolatry,
intoxicants, and the use of British goods. This
also extended into the realm of education,
communication, and religion—wherein
Namdharis created parallel institutions
including religious schools, judicial systems,
and communication networks.

Music played a central role in the
spiritual rejuvenation envisioned by Satguru
Ram Singh. His teachings emphasized Naam
Simran (repetition of God's name) and
Gurbani Kirtan as essential practices for
cultivating spiritual strength and resisting
moral corruption. The Namdharis saw kirtan
not merely as devotional performance butasa
communal act of sanctification, internal
reflection, and resistance.

Musical Theology and Sacred Aesthetics

For the Namdhari Sikhs, music is not
merely an accompaniment to worship but a
core spiritual practice that embodies
theological principles. Kirtan, the singing of
ASE 2025
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sacred Gurbani, is regarded as a means of
divine connection an act that purifies the
mind, aligns the soul with the divine, and
cultivates inner discipline. The community
treats musical sound (nada) as a sacred force,
with each raga intended to evoke specific
emotional and devotional states (bhav).

Unlike many modern Sikh
congregations that rely on electronic
amplification and harmoniums the Namdhari
tradition emphasizes acoustic purity. Their
performances are unamplified and use
traditional string instruments such as the taus,
dilruba, and saranda. These instruments allow
for subtle pitch bends and microtonal nuance,
essential for capturing the expressive depth of
raga-based compositions. According to
Namdhari belief, each performance must be
rendered with spiritual sincerity and technical
accuracy, as the sound itself becomes a form
of seva (sacred service).

The aesthetic of Namdhari music
reflects humility and reverence. There is no
display of virtuosity for entertainment;
instead, kirtan unfolds slowly, meditatively,
and with attention to emotional tone. The
voice is trained to be gentle and focused,
avoiding theatricality in favor of inward
reflection. This minimalist approach is
informed by theological values particularly
nimarta (humility), seva, and naam.

Satguru Jagjit Singh, a pivotal figure in
the 20th century, reinforced this ethos by
promoting raga education and vocal discipline.
Under his guidance, the musical practices at
Sri Bhaini Sahib were refined into a formal
pedagogy rooted in Sikh metaphysics and
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classical Indian musicology. In sum, the
Namdhari approach to music integrates
devotion, aesthetics, and theology into a
coherent spiritual discipline an embodiment
of sound as sacred order and moral practice.
Instruments and Pedagogical Lineage

The Namdhari community is one of the
most committed Sikh groups in preserving
traditional musical instruments, particularly
those used during the Guru period.
Instruments such as the taus, dilruba, saranda,
rabab, and jori form the sonic backbone of
Namdhari kirtan. These bowed and plucked
string instruments, unlike the harmonium,
allow for microtonal inflections, slides
(meend) and ornamentations essential to the
proper rendering of Indian ragas. The taus, a
peacock shaped string instrument introduced
by Guru Hargobind, symbolizes both aesthetic
beauty and spiritual resonance, and remains
iconicin Namdhari performances.

Under the visionary leadership of
Satguru Jagjit Singh (1920-2012), the
Namdhari sect institutionalized the teaching
and revival of these instruments. Recognizing
the declining use of classical instruments in
mainstream Sikh practices, he actively
supported training programs, crafted
instruments, and mentored emerging
musicians. Bhaini Sahib, the spiritual
headquarters of the Namdhari community,
became a vibrant musical hub where tradition
and pedagogy were carefully curated.

Training in the Namdhari tradition
follows the classical guru shishya model,
emphasizing both technical mastery and
spiritual discipline. Young students, often
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beginning as early as age five or six, are taught
raga theory, rhythmic cycles (taals), vocal
modulation, and instrumental techniques.
However, beyond performance, equal
importance is placed on cultivating devotion
(bhakti), humility (nimarta), and service
(seva). Music is not treated as a performance
artbutasasacred offering to the Guru.

This pedagogical approach is holistic:
students not only learn to perform but also
gain knowledge in instrument tuning,
maintenance, and making. Workshops,
residential camps, and international music
sabhas reinforce a sense of continuity and
community. Today, the Namdhari musical
lineage includes internationally trained artists
and respected musicologists who trace their
roots to Bhaini Sahib's teachings.
ChaunkiTradition and Liturgical Time

The chaunkT tradition is a hallmark of
Namdhari musical devotion, representing a
structured and time-conscious approach to
Sikh liturgical music. Rooted in the classical
ast-yam system, this tradition divides the 24-
hour day into eight segments, each aligned
with a specific raga and emotional state
appropriate for that time. This practice is not
uniqgue to the Namdharis; it has historical
precedents in the practices of Guru Arjan Dev
Ji and the Sikh tradition at large. However,
what distinguishes the Namdharis is the
precision and discipline with which they
continue toupholdit.

Each chaunki corresponds to a
particular time of day-pehra and a mood or
rasa. For instance, early morning chaunkis are
rendered in ragas like Asa or Bhairav, which
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invoke serenity and introspection, while
evening performances might use Yaman or
Kalyan, evoking surrender and divine longing.
By strictly following these raga-time
associations, Namdhari kirtaniyas imbue each
segment of the day with spiritual meaning,
transforming ordinary time into sacred
rhythm.

This liturgical framework is deeply
theological: time is not simply a backdrop for
devotion but a divine construct, within which
music serves as the soul's offering. The
Namdhari practice of chaunki thus reinforces
both musical order and spiritual mindfulness.
Unlike more flexible modern gurdwara
practices where any shabad may be sung at
any time, the Namdhari approach insists on
alignment betweenraga, time, and text.

At Bhaini Sahib and in diaspora
centers, chaunkis are performed with
solemnity and consistency. Musicians gather
in designated prayer halls, seated cross-legged
before the Guru Granth Sahib, performing
without microphones or amplification. Each
chaunki becomes a meditative passage, not
merely a performance slot, but a lived
experience of cyclical devotion.

The preservation of chaunki tradition
among the Namdharis stands as a testament
to their dedication to musical sanctity and
temporal discipline. In doing so, they ensure
that kirtan remains a living embodiment of
Guru-era practice ordered, intentional, and
divinely attuned.

Harmonium Controversy and Decolonial
Resistance
The harmonium, introduced during
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British colonial rule, gradually became the
dominantinstrument in Sikh gurdwaras due to
its convenience. However, Namdhari
musicians strongly resisted this shift, arguing
that the harmonium disrupted the melodic
integrity of raga-based kirtan. Its tempered
scale and mechanical tone clashed with the
fluidity and ornamentation that traditional
stringinstruments allow.

For the Namdharis, rejecting the
harmonium was not merely about sound but
about preserving cultural and spiritual
autonomy. Their preference for instruments
like the taus and dilruba is both an aesthetic
and political choice—asserting an indigenous
musical identity resistant to colonial influence.
This stance has become emblematic of their
broader decolonial philosophy, reflected in
their architecture, attire, andrituals.
Diaspora Communities and Musical
Continuity

The Namdhari diaspora has played a
pivotal role in sustaining and globalizing the
community's unique musical and spiritual
heritage. Following India's independence and
the partition of Punjab, many Namdhari
families migrated to countries such as the
United Kingdom, Canada, Kenya, Malaysia,
and later to the United States and Australia.
Despite geographic dispersal, these
communities maintained strong ties with
Bhaini Sahib and made deliberate efforts to
preserve their musical traditions abroad.

In diaspora settings, Namdhari centers
were often established not only as gurdwaras
but as cultural and pedagogical hubs. These
institutions provided formal music training to
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children and youth, focusing on raga-based
kirtan, vocal technique, and proficiency in
string instruments like the taus and dilruba.
The guru-shishya tradition continued in these
settings, often supported by teachers sent
from Bhaini Sahib or trained musicians within
the community.

Events like the 150th anniversary of
the Sant Khalsa, held at Bhaini Sahib in 2007,
brought together Namdhari musicians from
across the world. These gatherings served as
musical festivals and theological renewals,
where diaspora participants could reconnect
with the core values of the tradition. In cities
such as Southall (UK), Vancouver (Canada),
Nairobi (Kenya), and Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia),
local Namdhari musicians became important
custodians of tradition, hosting regular
chaunkis, organizing youth music sabhas, and
facilitating international collaborations with
classical artists.

Technology has further enabled
continuity without compromising core values.
While mainstream Sikh music has seen arisein
digital consumption, Namdharis have
approached this cautiously. Online recordings
are limited and usually shared within closed
circles. Instead, virtual lessons, international
video calls, and curated workshops help
bridge the geographic distance while
maintaining pedagogical integrity.

The diaspora has not diluted the
tradition; rather, it has reinforced the
Namdhari commitment to musical discipline,
raga purity, and devotional sound. By
cultivating sacred music across generations
and borders, Namdhari diaspora communities
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exemplify how tradition can remain vibrant,
adaptive, and spiritually rooted in a globalized
world.

Women and Musicin Namdhari Tradition

Traditionally, Sikh sacred music
particularly in formal gurdwara settings has
been predominantly male-led. The Namdhari
community, known for its conservative social
structure and adherence to discipline (rehat),
also reflected this gendered pattern. However,
over the past few decades, there has been a
gradual but significant shift toward greater
female participation in the musical life of the
community, particularly in pedagogical and
domestic spheres. While public performance
by women in front of mixed congregations
remains limited, Namdhari girls and women
have increasingly received training in vocal
music, raga theory, and classical instruments
suchasthedilrubaand saranda. Many of these
training sessions occur within households or
women-led sabhas, especially in the diaspora
where social dynamics are more accommo-
dating. Female participation is often most
visible during internal community gatherings,
festivals like Gurpurabs, and children's kirtan
competitions where mixed-gender
involvementis encouraged.

The institutional support for women's
music education has grown through the
efforts of Sri Bhaini Sahib, where girls are now
formally included in kirtan training programs.
In the diaspora, particularly in Canada and the
UK, Namdhari families actively encourage
daughters to pursue music alongside religious
education. Some female kirtaniyas have even
begun teaching others, thus contributing to a

parallel lineage of transmission.

Despite these developments, cultural
norms continue to shape the scope of
women's visibility in musical leadership.
Modesty, humility (nimarta), and reverence
are emphasized, and public stage
performance remains a debated issue within
traditional circles. However, women's musical
roles within the family as first teachers to
children, caretakers of cultural memory, and
preservers of tonal aesthetics—are deeply
respected.

This evolving dynamic marks a subtle
but meaningful transformation. Without
disrupting the core philosophical and ritual
framework, the Namdhari community is
increasingly recognizing the spiritual and
artistic contributions of women. Their
voices—both literal and metaphorical—are
becoming more present in the sacred
soundscape of Namdhari Sikhism.

Political Broadcasts and the Sacred Sound

In recent years, the broadcasting of
Sikh kirtan on television channels, radio, and
social media platforms has sparked
considerable debate within religious circles.
While such broadcasts are often celebrated for
bringing devotional music to global audiences,
the Namdhari community has taken a
markedly different stance. For them, kirtan is
not just a medium of outreach but a sacred act
that demands physical presence, reverent
listening, and disciplined engagement.

Namdharis have consistently refrained
from amplifying or commercializing their
kirtan performances. At Sri Bhaini Sahib, for
instance, kirtanis rendered in natural acoustic
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settings without microphones, loudspeakers,
or recording devices. This is rooted in the
belief that spiritual vibrations (nada) lose their
sanctity when filtered through electronic
amplification. The direct, unmediated sound is
seen as vital to maintaining the purity of
devotional intention and receiving the Guru's
shabadinits most authenticform.

This position also reflects a deeper
resistance to the commodification of religion.
In a time when religious content is often
packaged for viewership ratings or aesthetic
spectacle, Namdhari music remains
unembellished and contextually bound. Their
avoidance of live-streamed or monetized
kirtan broadcasts challenges the broader
trend of digitized spirituality that prioritizes
convenience over contemplation.

Moreover, the Namdhari insistence on
communal presence emphasizes the ethics of
listening. Attending a chaunki or kirtan session
is considered an act of sangat (spiritual
congregation), where physical proximity to the
Guru Granth Sahib, the musicians, and fellow
devotees creates a spiritually charged
atmosphere. In contrast, remote listening
even if well-intentioned risks reducing kirtan
to background sound, stripped of its
participatory and affective dimensions.

By upholding this practice, the
Namdhari community not only preserves the
sanctity of sacred sound but also offers a
counter-narrative to prevailing media culture.
Their model invites reflection on how religious
traditions can resist dilution in the digital age
while continuing to nourish embodied,
reverent forms of devotion.

Conclusion

The musical traditions of the Namdhari
Sikh community represent a remarkable
confluence of spirituality, discipline,
resistance, and cultural preservation. Unlike
many contemporary expressions of Sikh
devotional music that have embraced
technological ease and aesthetic fusion, the
Namdharis have remained steadfast in their
commitment to acoustic purity, raga
authenticity, and temporal order. Through
their sustained use of historical instruments
like the taus and dilruba, and their adherence
to the chaunki system, the Namdharis
cultivate a sonic environment that is both
historically grounded and spiritually charged.

This fidelity to Guru-era musical
practice is not merely conservative it is a
deliberate theological and political stance.
From their rejection of the harmonium as a
colonial imposition to their refusal to
broadcast kirtan electronically, the Namdharis
assert an alternative model of religious
expression, one that resists commodification
and upholds embodied devotion. Music for
them is not a performance or a product, but a
sacred offering crafted with care, rendered
with reverence, and received in silence.

Moreover, the Namdhari diaspora has
ensured that these traditions are not frozen in
time but are transmitted and contextualized
across generations and geographies. Through
disciplined pedagogy, family-based music
education, and transnational gatherings, the
community has preserved its soundscape
while allowing for contextual adaptability.

Continue on page no. 34
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MURDER OF BEEF BUTCHERS

BY KUKAS

Edited by: Dr. Gurdev Singh Sidhu

Twenty-two Hindoo rioters were sent
up by the Police, and the case has not yet been
decided. There has been no breach of the
peace since Sirdar Mungul Singh Ramghurria,
had, as | mentioned in my last letter, has sent
the man who had taken the beef bone into the
Sikh temple with aview to cause
disturbance.This man | have kept still under
enquiry and trial. He turns out not to be an
Akalee, nor yet lunatic, but a religious fanatic,
and follower of Bhai veer Singh, who was killed
in battle (vide Griffen's Punjab Chiefs, pages 25
and 49). So far as | can gather, however, there
is no reason to believe that any cause of
dissatisfaction exists, except that which has
been duly reported in my former letter. It is
probably, however, that the antagonistic
feeling between Hindoos and Mahomedans
has spread from the Lower Provinces. During
the past week, one native gentleman
mentioned to me that the same thing had
happened at Lucknow. | fancy he meant
Rohilcund. It is perhaps fortunate, under the
circumstances that the Mahomedan portion
of the population continues so quite. It is not
for want of provocation, for there is a dead set
made against them by the Hindoos.The
Af3gar

9417049417

“Kaseras” or brass and coppersmiths, have
banded together to refuse to sell their
manufactures to Mahomedans and especially
to refuse to buy from them the second-hand
vessels which their necessities lead them to
dispense of, on the pleathat they have been
used for cooking beef. Allthis, I trust, will right
itself in the course of trade without
interference. But it is doubtless to the
impoverished state of the Kashmeereesthat
much of the quiet is attributable. The feeling of
dislike is felt more towards them than towards
the Punjabi Mahomedans. | have taken some
pains to go over the whole of the
correspondence and orders which have
passed since annexation on the subject of the
slaughter of kine and sale of beef. | find that
there have been four previous occasions on
which the subject came up for disposal before
the Amritsar authorities, - viz. 20th May 1849,
before Mr. C Saunders; 7th May 1856, before
Mr. F.Cooper; 28th May 1863, before Major
Mereer; and November 1864, before Mr. D.
MacNabb. The matterin 1863 was reported by
Major Mereer to higher authority, and the
Judicial Commissioner's judgment, on revision
side, No. 128, dated 29th June 1863,
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ifcorrectly copied, goes much further in giving
liberty to the Mahomedans than is sanctioned
by the custom at Amritsar. | communicated to
Raja Sir Sahib Dyal your desire, received on
12"instant, in reply to the vernacular paper of
demand from the Hindoos, that they should
be more explicit. They agreed to wait until
your arrival, which, | told him, | daily expected.
| think the Hindoos are too pretentious in
asking for the sale of beef in the city to be
stopped. Their disorderly conduct, in marked
contrast to that of the Mahomedans, does not
entitle them to any extra consideration. In
conclusion, | think, | may report that the
tendency to riot has been in great measure
suppressed.Today's fair held close by the
slaughterhouse, has passed offwithout an
accident,though extra police arrangements
were made.
k %k k

No. 124, dated the 16" May 1871
From —Major W. G. Davies, Commissioner and
Superintendent, Amritsar Division.
To — The Offg. Secretary to Government,
Punjab.

| have the honor to forward herewith
copy of a letter number 344 ofthe 8"instant,
from Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar,
reporting that considered excitement had
arisen among the Sikhs and Hindoos of
Amritsar in consequence of certain irregular
proceedings on the part of the slaughter-
house contractors, and of this office reply,No.
418 of the 15th instant.

2. The excitement, | am happy to

say,has in consequence of the measures
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adopted by the Deputy Commissioner, been
allayed.It is unfortunate that so little attention
was paid to the first signs of it, which showed
themselves early in the month of April. As |
have remarked to the Deputy Commissioner, if
the matter had then been taken up, and the
exciting causes had been promptly removed,
the feeling would probably have died out
without assuming the huge and dangerous
proportions which it afterwards did.

3. The Government will, | trust,
approve of the instructions | have issued to the
Deputy Commissioner. | am about to leave for
Amritsar, andwill report further after | have
had an opportunity of inquiring into all the
circumstances of this affair on the spot. Ill-
health and the positive prohibition of the
Doctor against my leaving this (Dalhousie)
alone prevented my proceeding to Amritsar
when the news of the disturbance first
reached me, onthe 5thinstant;

P. S. - The Deputy Commissioner's
official letters were replied to, and instructions
similar to those contained in my official letter
were sent to him immediately the letters were
received.

%k %k %k

Major W. G. Davies, Commissioner
and Superintendent, Amritsar Division arriving
at Amritsar called an assembly of the leading
men of the city on 3” June 1871 at Darbar Hall.
In his speech, he praised the citizens for their
support to the government in the past,
mentioned the positions and other blessings
given to them by the government and asked
them toremain loyal to the government in the
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future as well. He addressed the gathering in
Hindustani. Below is the translation of his
address.

Address ofMajor W. G. Davies, Commissioner
and Superintendent, Amritsar Division.

For some timepast there has been, as
you are aware, a bad feeling between the
Hindoos and Mahomedans of this city on the
subject of the slaughter of kine and sale of its
flesh, and some slight disturbances have taken
place.Those who have infringed the orders of
Government in this respect, as also those who
have taken the law into their own hands with
the design of altogether putting an end to the
slaughter of kine have been punished, and the
feeling of excitement referred to is, | am happy
to say, rapidly disappearing; and | trust soon to
be able to report to the Government that all
matters of difference between the members
of these two creeds in this great city have been
completely adjusted.

But as there is no doubt that these
disputes and discussions would never have
reached this stage at which they did arrive had
the people generally been aware what the
orders of Government on the subject are, |
have thought it right to call together the
leading men of the city in order that | may
explain fully to them myself the purport of
those orders.

Be it known, then, to you, that, in the
year 1847 during the reign of MaharajaDuleep
Singh, when the government was being
carried on through a Council of native
gentlemen, called Sikh Darbar, the Governor-
General issued orders altogether prohibiting
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the slaughter of kineinthe city of Amritsar.But
as soon as the Punjab passed by conquest into
the hands of the British Government, the
Governor-General, in his Secretary's letter No.
175, dated 25th April 1849, approving of the
instructions issued by the Board of
Administration, modified the former orders,
and declared that for the future “no one
should be allowed to interfere with the
practice by his neighbour of customs which
that neighbour's religion permits.” The Board
of Administration, through its secretary, had
written that the prohibition, which had
formerly been maintained solely out of
deference to a Sikh sovereign, must now be
removed, and added that in every large town a
spot for the shambles and butcher's shops
should be appointed, but that particular care
should be taken not to select the neigh
bourhood of any Hindoo religious building;
that on no account should beef be exposed for
sale in shops within the towns, although
slaughtered outside, and Mussulmans should
be severely punished for ostentatiously
parading what they know would offend to the
Hindoo neighbours.

These orders were carried out here by
Mr. C. Saunders in 1849, and in consultation
with Rai Tukht Mull and other HindooPunches
of the city, he selected a shop at a distance
from the city, and caused an enclosure to be
erected there, and inorder not to offend the
prejudices of the Hindoos forbade the sale of
the flesh of kinein the city in shops and in an
open manner. From that day to this the same
system has continued. On one ortwo
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occasions slight disturbances have taken
place, but they have invariably been disposed
of in accordance with the rules originally
promulgated.

The same system will continue for the
future, but under proper control and
supervision - that is to say, the flesh of kine will
not be allowed to be sold openly in the public
places like other commodities. But if anyone
brings it into the city decorously covered up in
large or small quantities, he is at liberty so to
do. Recognizances have been taken from the
butchers that these regulations shall in no way
beinfringed.

And now, Sirdars, Raieeses, Punches,
Meer Mohullahs, &c., | call upon you to exert
your influence to induce the people generally
to abandon all vain imaginings, useless
discussions, and designs at variance with the
settled policy of Government, which is to leave
to all the unrestricted exercise of their own
religion, and not to permit any man to
interfere with othersin the observance of such
forms and customs as their respective
religions either enjoin or permit. Neither will
the Mahomedan be allowed, to interfere with
the Hindoo, nor the Hindoo with the
Mahomedan;for the future all should live
together, as they have hitherto done, as one
brotherhood (bhyachara).

The city of Amritsar is celebrated as
the religious capital of the Punjab, and its fame
as a centre spot of trade has reached to the
four corners of the world.Its inhabitants have
always borne a good name, and the services
rendered by its citizens have been repeatedly
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acknowledged by Government; at annexation,
and again in 1857, the Punches and Raieeses
of the town, for their services to the state,
obtained rewards in the shape of khilutsand
honorary titles. They have thus, year by year,
rising higher and higher in the estimation of
the Government, and have been more
honored by it. More lately the leading men of
the city have been selected to fill the
responsible post of Honorary Magistrate, and
others that of members of the Municipal
Committee; and the management of the
affairs of the city has been carried on with their
counsel and assistance. It would indeed be
matter for regret if, not with standing all this,
the city should lose its good name owing to the
designs of a few thoughtless and short-
sighted persons and all for a matter which has
really nothingin it; for | feel sure that what has
happened has been due to the designs of such
men alone, and that the inhabitants of the city,
asawhole, have no partinit. | trust, therefore,
that you, the leading men of the city, will
admonish all with whom you have any
influence to be very careful for the future to
avoid anything that may injuriously affect the
fair fame of your city. | give this advice to you as
your friend, and not asyour hakim; for it is
needless to tell you what the laws are, and
what punishment those will receive who
infringe them.

In conclusion, | address myself
specially to you, Native Members of the
Municipal Committee as the guardians of the
city, to each of whom a portion of the city has
been divided off, and | ask you to look well
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after your charges, and not to allow anything
like disturbance to arise within them.Should
anything of the kind unfortunately occur, it will
be your business to discover those who are
excitingdisaffection, and report the offenders
forthe orders of Deputy Commissioner.

%k k

Telegram dated 15" June 1871
From — Major F.M. Birch, Deputy
Commissioner, Amritsar.
To — The Offg. Secretary to Government,
Punjab.
Four butchers were murdered last night by
Nihangs. Measures for apprehension taken.
%k %k %k

Public Telegram dated 15" June 1871
From — Lieutenant-Colonel G. Hutchinson, CSl,
Inspector-
General of Police, Punjab
To — The Offg. Secretary to Government,
Punjab.
Four Mahomedans murdered, and three
wounded, at Amritsar slaughter house during
the night.Wounded men accuse Nihangs.
Garments found on spot. | have offered a
reward of Rs. 1000, and ordered Colonel Baillie
toinquire.

k k%
No.228-1/2-835A,-38S., dated 15" June 1871
From—Lepel H. Griffen, Esq., Offg. Secretary to
Government, Punjab.

To — The Secretary to Government of India,
Foreign. Department.

| am desired by the Hon'ble the
Lieutenant-Governor to forward,for the
information of his Excellency the Viceroy and
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Governor-General in Council,copies of two
telegrams reporting the murder of four
Mahomedans, and the wounding of three
more inthe slaughterhouse at Amritsar.

% %k k

No.39S, dated 15"June, 1871
From — Major F.M. Birch, Deputy
Commissioner, Amritsar.

To — The Offg. Superintendent, Amritsar
Division.

It is now exactly a month since | last
had the honor to address you on the subject of
the disturbed feeling between Hindoos and
Mahomedans of this place. Your presence on
the 20" ultimo rendered unnecessary any
further written reports, and up to the fourth
instant - the date of your departure, affairs
were conducted under your immediate
supervision.The events of the fifteen days
from 20" May to 4" June may be briefly
recapitulated as follows:

On the 22" May the Municipal
Committee decided to maintain the
slaughterhouse contract intact. The Board of
Honorary Magistrates fulfilled the
expectations formed ofthem, and convicted
seven Hindoos of being concerned in the
disturbance, which occurred between the
night of the 8th and morning of the 9"May.On
appeal before me, their decision was upheld,
except in one instance in which | was obliged
to quit.The case of The Crown versus Deva
Singh, the Sikh, who had taken a beef bone
into the temple, to which the reference was
made inmy first letter, dated 8th May, resulted
in conviction and a sentence of three years
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imprisonment.The good service rendered by
Sardar Mungul Singh came out conspicuously
in this matter, as it was by his orders that the
fanatic was at once arrested andmadeover to
the police.My decision in the case of the
butchers who were imprisoned on the 4th
May, which was also reported in my letter of
the 8th idem, was as you will remember, not
upheld by you in appeal, and both were

released. to be continued
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The Musical Legacy.....

The growing participation of women in
music education further reflects the
community's evolving approach toward
inclusivity without compromising spiritual or
musical standards.

In a time of rapid digitization and
cultural homogenization, the Namdhari
approach provides a unique and timely
example of how tradition can thrive without
becoming static. Their music invites us to
rethink not only how we listen, but why we
listen and what it means to listen in a sacred
context. It demonstrates that sound, when
shaped by devotion and discipline, can
transcend entertainment to become a form of
lived theology.

The Namdhari Sikh musical tradition
thus offers a valuable lens for understanding
the broader intersections of religion,
aesthetics, resistance, and identity in South
Asian devotional culture.
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YfHT sesad 3 &3 Uat &ud H.
AA<3 AW <% © 93 fef3aHaT 37. AN®
AHTH g THIaS SISt | 919 391 997ed HeAT
T @ © YeAd IJ ST AHs Ry fHg
& AAfeTs fAw forednis &% nmushst
AfHSt & 333Tee9 Un Fafent faar fx
WIAI BIaT Thnit fazmgt 'g TaAe fefsamx
saf3nt 3 fegrg g9or <t Ifdet At fex
fefsgrarg © 39 3 3793 < mimel ©f B3t
AfsHar

T9gTg Y3t TS oHeder »i3 A Heea<r
ydie afentt fafimr I fa 7. arfeeg fiw
forcdis enirar Ao, mHlifawr dum,
fefsora qat &t fAgasr w3 sHoSrt 2
A3393T Harg'H feg ue darers <F farsest
I A% AIHE T8z © 7 T3He 9w
137 I, 8F Aear 89 ©f & HeT feg fAyst
AT gt 9Jat |

fer 3 fewer 99 Afosa nietfont
3 e fox Arfazarat @ Ao Ael < U |
feg fstr famr fx ygu feees 7. AAfEE
fw forednis aHorat fefsom uw ®et
BI3T IIHHS IJ| foreanis &7 & ot
naaeten few A&t g0t sHOIt &%
Agus fauget fedsd o9, A®%<36 JT
TSTET 2025
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96 M3 FTHOST 3TN T HES AH A3
fasH (A3 A3y fAw) gaHe™ Afsgg I
R & AumesT o9 SATgET wis UgHTgEM
BE HI® JEd AEUS di3Tl I HAtE
Tedrdl 2IAC, SHUST HIET AN,
Bftrer @8 U A Aol feg 7. AAfed
R 7 St anarat Jg &2t sl Aeet
e HIUT AHG ST Jdfent wiils fAw
aTHUTST feue g AAfees fifw fefzam <t o
I e iy fef3gm e fomr 9= I I& |
Uzt vidh 7t © ISt 7. AAfees fRu At &
Af3qg #t < faqur 3% smHorat fef3aT &
feus 3 Ag®e < niETg AT i3t I 1 Af3dg
IJH fAw t St gt & wigfed 39
&% AdT o9 YIH H'& 3T J | AT 319 &76d
€< GaILIHST »ifi{3AT feg Afsag I TRy
IniT & AEUST JET 3T B9 H AfIqg AaS
fAw #t T gaH nigAg gateathet feg ufa®
fIR99 A®T AG | 2IAC °% 3793 AJAT ©
Afatiar 3% fex 21 gaHT feg ar-arad et
gl aretl fem G fev AAfceg fAw
foreTs S mHSIS nifar A

A3 Je8Us fAw /t & AAfeeg fRU At &
AIUHST @R Afsgg "o fRw A T
HiEhr 3 AS &3 J6: “I9 AEET § T U7
JzT grdter 9 fx Arfees fiw g9t & 48 en
5%, fds UITreE o ST aA i3t I 1 & 3
YT dTr gdter 9 3 7g7 o 39 3 TA9
fiut 3 A3 K9 usT cu@E /3 widea &
1885 139 € &y fe37 At & Af3gg IH fRY
T At 73 Ifenr, sfedhr A sfeRedt
A3t Ue & 33dle 5% | AAf<ed fAw & 93
8o &% 2u Sfenr fx 81 Fw feg far =t
& B8 TT #Hat It It &dt, R a1 gAat
Ji® 29 fa Gt 3 1885 3 amiE 1886 <t f&x
Af3gar

g

fgst ¥3a G0 fazg g et 9, T ©
Aq 3 Srrfenr A< | 1aQ 83T & 28 fiy niid
fH® &1 1885 T 9w nH B &, fefzam
et T ferrar 3 faora fasmat it fazmat
fegur feht arehott &1 §g At s Bt feo
fsamat grdtet 91 feg oie Aeerat § uzT Jat
TIEt I3 I ACH 'S AET I eI IS AT | 7
e g9us fHw 7 & fox u9 &y
feg AARRET fiw foredhis = Afsgg
Aars Ry #f »=3 SOt AHH & AHTUS
Hies TIATENT I | aTHUTST ATfas AT fesmar
H<6 &4l AIAT Jfgner © Yyus sufced
fAw gae feue I8 & 993 It fumig Aae
THUTST fef3TH © Ha's Bt {. AARfeTg fifw
forcdia T AT &% THUST @997 ni3
ATJS A8 § € & YIT d T WieT fimr
I ga<T At fordt 39 '3 T 7S fonias J9<
JT foue Jo: niwfeer fUz9 fumrg AT
nBfeET | A9 A3 I AW #t a9 fefemir
Hat-arfe HaZesT & BusT ©f yIdsr &%
st famor |
forednia At ©F fer Aeas feo fodt
a3 Ixdit feg AH9 Judt I aHOST
fefonis 78T T Jous fRw AdT feue 05 @ A,
ARfeeg fRw foredmis Fer 93 Ifazarl AN
& 39T &% T fugs sTHOT fef3ar & S8
FIYJ HIE3 96 T SHUST Ug €
fef3gTHaTg 7. AAfeed farddis € 98 A
&% MBI ATIH Wi 8IS EnTIT Y i3 A
A, Bfee HoH® J 3° 3fg Ar=dT | H. AAfeEd
R # & A=, AHIUT M3 f3nf1ar § ASTH |
sHUIt fefenia 7g7 © gufeeg flw &fes
ASE 2025
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fefewq AgT gdtd yg, sHOIT HA3
SHUST fefenia 78T gaesT, forms fRw w3
Harests fiw & 291 9w 3¢ feue 06 fa 7.
fefsam = &, fex Sur feurdt, Fuex 3
fefsararg 7 fex gar =37 <t A, BT =
AII9 &9 fegzasr Snd gea3t Yfafant J,
UI myEnft g1t fegst vt 89 garagni™ 3
fefenrggh® T3 AT niHg dfdsdrl A
gt fRw =form T 3Et 7. & AW
A%UT e 76

fex fefsgmrag @ ye fefsom s
e, fefsorr feg &te I 7eT feq gyeret ug
qe9st T939T I g3 It Af3I9s A
AAfees fiw forddis & 99 fimresr &9
e £ 993 II3-niadt Yag wier I, f'x
IU3 I3 HE™M I §IeT € ¥, Afasd 9
31 BT Tt wweT, ¥ex ©F AT HE i UasT
T U3 1 QU niftmmH-fI3a H3 I999s
frw 7t & fofir I ¢ ‘7. AAfeeg fRw sa3 ©
faH fogrdt S &% A8 g9 99 famfm| g
fefsom = gwer Jfenr qE, 98t 'S furx
famim gfa famr, fefsoma dfent =
TA3H |

H. »irt3 flw sfes 63T 3° foue
I5: 'fug® st few 3 Aed gous fiw 7t 3°
forednte Mt &t 3<3s% fAgs AU Hug
fH®et 3dt | Baat & dima3 3 It AueT A fx
ifaar 37aT T93T % I | 7. AAfeeg flw
aHOIT fefzarr <t ur feg 993 337 Gaes
J1 937 g8 I 7 Ag BIaT € ¥ AHaEt "9 It
fHfenT I 1 GuaT ¥ 39 AT 3 ek ddgg Ji9r
AE yffnr 31 8T AS oet 'g oRET 98
Af3gar

BET STHUTT FuST Bt Aofex AU JEdr|
nafeer] A3 finrg arféeg fAw
TIecydl J fa Arfeeg iy foredints fuss
UT AS |

Af3gg 8¢ fRw #F € gaH nigAS
fegst fest feg Bitmier fed Af3gg Y3
AW TAUS™S feg AfSqg At & IfogHTer feg
Jt fermar saeat € SH Arfeegd #At &
fHI3T™E 996 T 086 99 94 AG | fEa®s 3
IS B3 HEHIZ 3T, fEs 3 ggr3 A9 wig
NI3H AH 3o gl Idtnit | AR AR Af3Td
#F 899 Ur & <t fAu3s Afgst 3 ufgos Je
IJ| A3 A fiw € forft Aea 99
A3 J9uUs fRW 3 A3 32U AW & AN-AN
TAUSS UAd forednis #t < fRgsuy d=
€ aHaT 9T IT ufged & U9eH ©F IJ|
W A W3 TIIT ITHIS AT AW feax
arfen gt Ifenr /it 88 27 et & S iz
fex et 999 AW Tdle™ a7 BftmrsT
feu gAUs™ UA o I3 A9t Faardt &t |
ISt yg® Arg3 It o foredtors 7 31 Het &
ARI ARTH &3 JIiT |

A3 A € JIH nigATd Af3g IH
fiw 7 2t ufesg ot |t 3t Arfog sftmre
fed Fea gous fRw 7 © Aous few sHO<t
HIWE gAY fHISE €0 & AATT 31 HET &
It gsmre Tufag ag &3 fomr | &t fewr 9
g6 MUfA3 gar AHEH '3 QW 3ua ARIs
STHUTIY ©99Td % 23T famim |
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A H3T

951913 2 §6: A9 393 YaSTHS
A AW (YBH) & YU feees fef3amas
H AAfeeg fAw forcdnis © Ael<t feggr ©
7E '3 29 i3 7Y ©F feqarg agfentt §aat
YST st A90T € % 3¢ i3 I | W ua,
ygy fewes w3 foq yg<t T3 e A8 Aie
H AAfees fifw forddnis & ferm 39 '3
fefsgrarg @ 39 '3 ST ugT gEvEtr JI
Suat & IHUST Fugefe € fefsgm Agdt
YRS M3 Je%-dat € fRarer &3t 8
8Tt 3 93 AT vt & fer 839 few un
90 II6 BT YIS W3 AU MdeTEr St
TS a3t |

ysH © yos U samHiegfes,
FgAddr yue fegst safes I, A6d%
Fa39 3. muee fAw frgmr, ot yursdft
H3®% & NEd o. Heds fAwW fegd, ot

Ho't feg TAY3T i<t gt 9datt |
(3. gue< AW fA9AT) A69® AA3Y
(3. gafeeq fiw fagrm) A9, dHt A3

H Afsarg # = g9
fesar /i dies a9

AN-AN 43 8997 o Eti © & |t
Af39g € fRY #t fesrar H #ies a9 € AT
HaI3 & H'& SYHE J6 M3 Bust © I9 gy By
ST 89T AHT T d foe™me I5 |

H3T 6 HEY 2025 HI®T & ITHAES
T fewar #zdint 3 TuR »r8E AN A
Af3ag © fiw 7 fagr frgr © fils »ifizre
fer 7. yIs fAw et @8 © ufge &
TIAS T ©f fagur a3t | fEg It 7. asfeeg
fiw & ¥ 837 3 7. AfSTs fifw gh T9ms
96 et mie fasgudr J fa fer fes It 7.
Fefeed fiw wer § J-udfee ¥ T onighs

AJ3I3 & HYT 37. AggA3 fRw, 37, a9fdeg
fAw frgrr, 8W Sya-Au<ex A<aHdlg, 37
Jeag fAw U9, ysr Uae © yus 4.
HITI3 A W3 A6d% AA3d 37. Ise iy T
v & J Arfdes fiw forednis © AT

goT € AYY gfen J | Ufees & H Afsgg
T 899 Uae® a137| nif3AT 3 95 o il
H3 a9 fed A. yJs fHW 296 ¥ WJ TIHG
3 At B <t fAg3s = o o Ufanr | fils
Hies &9 feu A. = fRw U39 A= fRw ©
&3d niRIgH fAW € 93¢t 96 3 ufge9 &

fegzr @ A '3 Gua’ ¢ ufdeq, FAs-
IHEIE 3 B Aeeare o fogard o=t J|
B @ ed dwati B o 3 fx

€IHG €3 | HAS™®AE Udy d m™et AU Hars
Tt nigat BET 3 7. uIEsSH AW U39
fiarg fiw & w3 diet 3 93 996 3 W
996 UgT ©F fagur Ht Af3qg At & =T

Arafeeg fRw forcdwis enrgr Afas,
BHUTST & A3393T HarH feg Ue taes
&t foraedt aga 87 & AronE femBz v v
IZHS 97 137 I, OF Fear Qast € BA-

AfsHar

HAS™SAIZ I3 SR 1371
=t 7 WEt 2025 fes gu=9 AT
i3 % vimAr & 19 T 1936 It JIEH
fRw W&, Foqy fRw 3 71 fRw & A3 &9
oo y3v veg €9 di371 @9 & AHust
Suds H Af3gg 7t & ufesa Buer <t faqur

ASE 2025
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nHER T3 J1 fer & gon 936 3 ufast
HE JHT feraTs A9 AY 9 fenm a3 |

Yara™H & AHUST e A3 &d19 fedr
A. fomrs fRw w3t f*9 995 Uz < fagur
At Afzgg & 3 &St Afdes fiw usg
W'Fﬂw'?tld'tfl [S{STe) ?Uldé'd?')_t'dH(')
g3 | wmmmﬁumm{m feeg
fHw U39 qwdlg fiw iz adie™ quee flw
Y37 Ades MW IHUS € %3 gU 1 fRw
Ia37 &9 g3t 95 ¥ ufges &% gy AfsT
37|

A. I9996 AW U39 ning fAw © w9
996 U8z €t fqqur ist| Uiz A3 a9 ger
fAw, g9z fAw, =udls fAw U39 7.
Hufznmg Ry € ufsest § T9mrs € o
foefmm | Iat \fag feu muee fAw U39
ugH fAw 7 I faHg As = Ts-g% Ufanr|

fedt feu wft Afsag /M © T9ms

fe@t foedt AT FAars 7 fx /f Af3qg
AT fiw 7t & ferm fagur St usg It I
R udugr & T f5J39 A<t Jue IT Ht Afzag
%mﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁm%&
foeme 6 |

i3t 28 HEt 2025 fes Fuee AT
Ht 8=t Afog 3° 9% o H Afsqg # & &t
TIAG T ©f fogur 15t 17 IA<t ardss
T 39 fTRIH F96 BUTS &t Af3arg #F
3 F93t AG3T UtIST @F AfSIIudT AuEME
Hi U9H 941 7T € fo<™H AE™s 3 HE AfSIg #t &
TIAG ©F ©f fqgur i3t Y 3gs Jdar 7t ©
AHY ufgeg & HF AfSAg #t & g% €
ISTARNT &% TIfex ALWIS a137| &g It
IS 7637 Udel © AHESd A3d HT ot
W%, H3Y < Hf Af39g 7 © 966 F96
et 9ur uug | fer fHedt AR orafHa »i3

ger fiw Y39 JaiH gwe= THY € 937t 396
I UfIT9 § T9H6 &3 |

SHOT uaHAS fAgrRT \fag feu A.
s fiw U39 Aaftg fifw € 937t 396 3 39
AH €916 €€ ©f faqur |t Af3qg At & 13T
ﬁﬂﬁmﬁgmwmma—ﬂws
des mEfewTl R mios fHw 399 &
WWWWMWEFW
=7 397 Hf Af3qg T € Igt <o AAs fRw &
T afiiz urfenr fomr Lmrcm{ o AHust
8uIs A Af3arg & Tur Ht 3t Arfag Bet
¥ gIfo feur U usard! fed /i AfSag /it & 33

IHs3x fegrg Tciear Jer faor| fer AN A.
J9sH AW Jrarfent wig<se w3 A. AA<3
Rw st & THI A |

Vi © fos IAsH3E TASHT & fHser
& & d et g3fentt sfonr fos At fa8fa
i It Ht AT #t & 795t Ae3T et ¥
JHeIT yus 7 7. Ut 337 © qifg feu & H
Af3aId Ht & T9Hs € € faqur it |/ &=
A foHo® yor 5% Rafus 61 mis 851 &
a9 a3 st & Hat foos feu ot
Af3qd AdHIS fHw #t € T9ms <t o3 I5 |
e yn 39t fisst A 7t &e7 At & J 3T
Ao e & TIns J9s ©f fEer < arfag
Sist| HE 3% Ht & T9Hs € 3 H Af3ag A

TE Y ST ATfog 95 UT | T JIfed IS8 WS Usee & al3T| 973 39
gur gofées fitr S5 i fRHITH o= | aefieg fity 35
Afsgar D FBEL 2025
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dil adle ga* arfua fiw # 9 ore ke
aaerdlua (Iaaaas) 9 A3 A uaTenn famm
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