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His Holiness Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
An Eminent Exponent and Patron of Music
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raag naad sabh sach hai keemat kahee na jaa-
ay.
The melodies through which one is able to
imbibe the Guru's word are all true.
One cannot estimate its true worth

The above quotes by Guru Ram Das Ji,
the fourth Sikh Satguru (True Master),
describes the very essence of the life and
times of His Holiness Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. the
supreme spiritual master of the Namdhari
Sikhs (1920-2012). Music pervaded all His
actions and a moment spent in His august
presence would be pure bliss. It was as if music
had descended upon earth ina human form to
invigorate and motivate us, to show us the
path thatleads to the Supreme Lord.

During the times of Satguru Ram Singh
Ji, founder of the Namdhari Sikh Movement,
Sikh devotional music had become a medium

Taranijit Singh

of propagation in
~ India's struggle for
independence from the
British during the first
non-violent, non-
cooperation
movement. Fearing the
outbreak of a national
rebellion, the British in
January 1872, resorted
to quelling the Kooka
Movement by not only
blowing up 66 Kookas at
Malerkotla,
many and imprisoning hundreds but also

hanging

deporting Satguru Ram Singh Ji and declaring
Sri Bhaini Sahib a twenty four hour police
guarded area-a virtual prison

However, despite the trying times, the
journey of music attained ascendancy under
the benevolence of Satguru Hari Singh Ji and
then Satguru Partap Singh Ji. The early 1900s
saw renewed efforts to safeguard not only the
traditions of Sikh devotional music, but also
those of Indian classical music. Every morning,
during the ambrosial hours as well as in the
evenings, Sri Bhaini Sahib would resonate with
the eclectic sounds of Gurbani (devotional
hymns) sung by Satguru Partap Singh Ji and
several teams of hymn singers. A keen learner,
Satguru Ji imbibed this music while continuing
to learn various languages, poetry, carpentry
and gardening at the Gurmat Vidyalaya




(school). Music was soon added to the
curriculumin 1928 with the arrival of Ustad

Harnam Singh Ji from Chavinda at Sri
Bhaini Sahib. He was soon joined by the famed
Rababi Bhai Taba (Rebeck Singer / Player) of
Amritsar, who would teach the students
several traditional Gurbani (hymns)
compositions of dhrupad sung at the Guru's
court at the Golden Temple. To teach the
rhythmic cycles of the tabla, Satguru Partap
Singh Ji invited Bhai Naseer, disciple of the
famous tabla maestro of the Punjab Gharana,
Mian Kadar Baksh, to the Vidyalaya (school).
The melodious sound of dilruba was soon
added to the growing repertoire of Sri Bhaini
Sahib when Satguru Partap Singh Ji along with
His nine-year-old son, Satguru Jagjit Singh lJi,
together became disciples of Bhai Mastan
Singh of Patiala.

Indian classical music and Sikh
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raag naad sabh sach hai keemat kahee
najaa-ay.

The melodies through which one is
able toimbibe the Guru's word are all true.
One cannot estimate its true worth

The above quotes by Guru Ram Das Ji,
the fourth Sikh Satguru (True Master),
describes the very essence of the life and
times of His Holiness Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. the
supreme spiritual master of the Namdhari
Sikhs (1920-2012). Music pervaded all His
actions and a moment spent in His august
presence would be pure bliss. It was as if music
had descended upon earth ina human form to
invigorate and motivate us, to show us the

path thatleadsto the Supreme Lord.

During the times of Satguru Ram Singh
Ji, founder of the Namdhari Sikh Movement,
Sikh devotional music had become a medium
of propagation in India's struggle for
independence from the British during the first
non-violent, non-cooperation movement.
Fearing the outbreak of a national rebellion,
the British in January 1872, resorted to
quelling the Kooka Movement by not only
blowing up 66 Kookas at Malerkotla, hanging
many and imprisoning hundreds but also
deporting Satguru Ram Singh Ji and declaring
Sri Bhaini Sahib a twenty four hour police
guarded area-avirtual prison

However, despite the trying times, the
journey of music attained ascendancy under
the benevolence of Satguru Hari Singh Ji and
then Satguru Partap Singh Ji. The early 1900s
saw renewed efforts to safeguard not only the
traditions of Sikh devotional music, but also
those of Indian classical music. Every morning,
during the ambrosial hours as well as in the
evenings, Sri Bhaini Sahib would resonate with
the eclectic sounds of Gurbani (devotional
hymns) sung by Satguru Partap Singh Ji and
several teams of hymn singers. A keen learner,
Satguru Ji imbibed this music while continuing
to learn various languages, poetry, carpentry
and gardening at the Gurmat Vidyalaya
(school). Music was soon added to the
curriculumin 1928 with the arrival of Ustad

Harnam Singh Ji from Chavinda at Sri
Bhaini Sahib. He was soon joined by the famed
Rababi Bhai Taba (Rebeck Singer / Player) of
Amritsar, who would teach the students
traditional Gurbani

several (hymns)

compositions of dhrupad sung atthe Guru's




court at the Golden Temple. To teach the
rhythmic cycles of the tabla, Satguru Partap
Singh Ji invited Bhai Naseer, disciple of the
famous tabla maestro of the Punjab Gharana,
Mian Kadar Baksh, to the Vidyalaya (school).
The melodious sound of dilruba was soon
added to the growing repertoire of Sri Bhaini
Sahib when Satguru Partap Singh Ji along with
His nine-year-old son, Satguru Jagjit Singh lJi,
together became disciples of Bhai Mastan
Singh of Patiala.

Indian classical music and Sikh
devotional music are intertwined. The Aad
Guru Granth Sahib, the collation of the
teachings of the Sikh Satgurus, some Muslim
and Hindu holy saints, bards and hymn singers,
is metered and classified withvarious Indian
classical ragas. Itisan unequivocal literaryand
musical scripture that imbibes the grace and
the tranquility of both forms of music. The
knowledge of Indian classical music is thus
imperative. The Talwandi Gharana of Indian
classical music had evolved as a dhrupad
school of singing, whereas the performance
was considered as an offering to the Lord. The
compositions were an amalgamation of both
Muslim and Hindu spiritual themes. The
sharana's style had very fast concluding
portions of the alaap and several compositions
had highly complex rhythmic variations. The
singing of Gurbani in dhrupad was known to
invigorate and accentuate one's feeling of
oneness with the Lord. To incorporate the
same, noteworthy efforts were made to get
Ustad Rahim Baksh, a well-known practitioner
of the Talwandi Gharana from Rampur village,
to come and teach students at Sri Bhaini Sahib.

He only taught for a short time. As providence
would have it, Ustad Rahim Baksh's father,
Ustad Udo Khan, became seriously ill and
despite best efforts, continued to lose health.
Satguru Partap Singh Ji, with His benevolence,
had him brought to Sri Bhaini Sahib where he
was treated successfully, Post recovery, Ustad
Udo Khan continued to stay at Sri Bhaini Sahib
and taught over three hundred dhrupad
compositions to the eager students. During
the same period, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji also
learnt to play the tarab on the dilruba (playing
the dilruba by plucking the strings and creating
a sound similar to the santoor) from Ustad
Harnam Singh Ji.

The already busy day would also be
spent learning and reciting Gurbani unerringly
by heart, listening ardently to the tales and
folklores of the Sikh Gurus, imbibing not only
their spiritual values and tenets, but also
developing a deep knowledge and keen
understanding of the cultural ethos of the
Punjab as well as other parts of India. Satguru
Jagjit Singh Ji's incessant ardor for sports,
rearing horses and tending to the cattle would
soon lead to Satguru Ji being known as Beant
Ji-the One with no limits

With the advent of the forties, political
strife engulfed the world and India. Post World
War |l, when the British realized that they
could no longer continue to rule India, they
decided to partition it on religious grounds.
However, Satguru Partap Singh Ji had already
anticipated this. During partition, Satguru Ji
himself along with His elder son, Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji, saved several people caught in the
cross fire of communal riots in Pakistan and




brought them safely across the border to
India. Adhering to the basic principle of
Sikhism - "Welfare of All", hordes of Muslim
caravans traveling from India to Pakistan were
served food and transferred across the border
safely.

The communally charged environment
also cast its dark shadow on the tradition of
devotional as well as Indian classical music.
The Golden Temple lost several of its Muslim
rebeck players and singers. The Talwandi as
well as other Punjab Gharanas split, leaving
the very ethos of culture and civilization lost.
Satguru Partap Singh Ji's prudence and fore
sight in grooming Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji stood
Him in good stead when upon being entrusted
with the rehabilitation of the community
reeling from the impact of partition, Satguru
Jagjit Singh Ji would work tirelessly with the
refugees and become the pivot around the
development of the Sirsa region where most
of the Namdharirefugees settled. Itis a tribute
and unequivocal praise to Satguru Jagjit Singh
Ji's efforts that the cultivation of land of almost
twenty villages was shared. The sowing, tilling
and harvesting of the same becoming a role
model of unity in itself, showing the world
what good faith and trust could do.

It was thus, that Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh
Jispent the first 39 years of His life as a Gursikh,
following the path of His father, Sri Satguru
Partap Singh Ji, arduously, never once
qguestioning, through pain and effort, never
even once letting anyone feel that He was the
son of the Guru and thus earning even the
praise of His father, Sri Satguru Partap Singh Ji,
who once in a moment of emotion said to Him

"Son, you are not only my son but my friend
ooy

It was as if destiny beckoned and the
magnificent sun set, on 22 August 1959,
Satguru Partap Singh Ji passed away at Sri
Bhaini Sahib. Adhering to the wishes of His
father and honouring the trust placed in Him,
Satguru Jiassumed His place as His Holiness Sri
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. It would be from this
very epicenter that history would witness the
growth and progress of the Namdharis and the
fulfillment of the dreams of Sri Satguru Partap
Singh Ji.

The dawn of the sixties saw the
emergence of an ambitious new generation
Industrialization and international trade were
blurring geographical boundaries. Western
music and pop culture entered mainstream
India. The waning popularity of traditional Sikh
devotional and Indian classical music
demanded a new approach. Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji, with His gift for spotting talent,
started to connect with the younger
generation. With His magnetic personality and
aura, Satguru Ji was able to draw and motivate
Namdhari youth from across the world,
channelizing their energies towards their
personal as well as the overall betterment of
the community. The foundation for the
Namdhari Vidyak Jathas both for the men and
women (The Young Men and Women
Associations of Namdhari Youth) was laid in
1965. Youth from all walks of life were
counselled and an effort was made to create a
spiritually strong, culturally vibrant and
economical resilient community. The aim

being to createillustrious community




members who would go on to lead the
community in all spheres, whether it be
agriculture, music, business, politics, sports
etc.

On the musical front, following in the
footsteps of His father, Satguru Partap Singh Ji.
Satguru Ji appointed His younger brother,
Maharaj Bir Singh Ji (a maestro of the
pakhawaj in his own right), along with another
classmate from the Gurmat Vidyalaya, Seth
Chandrahans, and Pt Mahadev Prasad Kathak
from Amritsar along with his son, K Mahaveer,
to teach students music at Jeevan Nagar, Sirsa.
Despite a grueling travel schedule, Satguru Ji
would make it a point to conduct and
participate in music sittings every evening
whenever He was in town. This would go on to
become a habitual practice all His life. While
the style of singing continued to be dhrupad,
Satguru Ji was keen to explore new forms and
started to push the envelope when in the late
sixties He added the tihai, three equal
repetitions of a rhythmic pattern or rhythmo
melodic pattern, interspersed with two
(usually) equal rests, to His singing and playing
in times to come, this would also become a
trademark in Satguru Ji's singing as well as
instrumentation.

Satguru ji with His far sightedness not
only sought out students but maestros as well,
who would then teach His students. An
incident in reference, which has the trademark
of Satguru ll, is when in 1966, Satguru Ji sought
out sarod maestro Ustad Amjad Ali Khan. The
late evening music sitting ended in a lifelong
association, and the sound of the sarod would
soon be beaded into Satguru Ji's music and

students would proliferate the art within the
Namdhari community.

The seventies saw the advent of the
Satguru Partap Singh Ji Memorial Concerts
and with it several music maestros were drawn
towards the eclectic personality of Satguru Ji
such as Ustad Bismillah Khan, Ustad Allarakha
Khan, Ustad Vilayat Khan, Pt Jasraj, Pt Ram
Narayan, Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma, Pt Hari Prasad
Pt Shanta Prasad, Pt Kishan

Maharaj, Pt Birju Maharaj and several others.

Chaurasia,

The music concerts were forums not just for
the maestros, but a platform for the upcoming
to not only showcase their talent, but also gain
Satguru Ji's blessings. A great patron of music,
Satguru Ji's benevolence came to the forefront
when in 1973, post performance at the
Satguru Partap Singh Ji Sangeet Sammelan,
Satguru Ji sought out Pt. Rajan and Pt. Sajan
Mishra, and motivated them to take up Indian
classical singing as their career, even offering
them a stipend until they established
themselves as artists of great repute. In the
words of Ustad Amjad Ali Khan, "Satguru Ji was
perhaps the only one who thought about
scholarships for maestros, teachers as well as
students."

It was perhaps Satguru lJi's vision, as
well as this unique relationship with the music
maestros, that several Namdhari students
started training under almost every maestro
who came in touch with Satguru Ji. His
benevolence was not limited to just the
Namdharis. Talented youth who expressed
keen interest in learning music would not only
be supported financially or otherwise, but also
were sent to several maestros to train. Many




maestros were invited to Sri Bhaini Sahib and
music notes were exchanged with them during
the special music baithaks (sittings). Satguru Ji
would Himself participate enthusiastically.
The baithaks would also serve as an
opportunity for the young students to
showcase their talent to the maestros. In the
words of Pandit Birju Maharaj, the renowned
kathak maestro, "Satguru Ji's sittings would be
like the courtroom of a King, where musicians
from all streams performed in perfect
harmony creating ar ethereal environment."
Whenever Satguru Ji sang Gurbani
during the Asa-di-Vaar (morning prayers) in
the ambrosial hours, and Gurbani Kirtan
during the late afternoon congregations, it
would be like music classes for the hymn
singers as well as other participants. The
sessions would be His canvas to compose new
compositions in several raagas as well as to
afeguard the ancient music of the Sikh Gurus.
The tradition of Gurmat Kirtan witnessed the
revival of its glorious past. The dilruba
replaced the harmonium and traditional
instruments like the sitar, sarod, sarangi,
santoor, taar shehnai etc were added. Special
impetus was paid to render and sing Gurbani,
in not only the composed raaga, but also with
correct grammatical pronunciation of the
same. A majority of the hymns composed
were sourced from the Aad Guru Granth
Sahib, however Satguru Ji would often
compose and sing several compositions from
the Dasam Granth as well, propagating the
lyrical and poetic writings of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji. While the norm was to sing dhrupadin
jhaptaal, chaartaal, dhamdar, pancham savari

etc, Satguru Ji would compose and sing
dhrupad in nine, eleven, thirteen, seventeen,
eighteen, nineteen and even twenty one
beats. His use of tempos like 7 34, 10 34,13%,
141, 14 34 etc, in various compositions would
astound both the maestros as well as students
alike. In the words of Ustad Vilayat Khan, sitar
maestro, "Rhythm and tempo resides in
Satguru Ji's veins.”

Dilruhu was his favourite instrument.
Whenever Satguru Ji sang Gurbani and played
the dilruba, it was as if time would stop and
one would attain a state of bliss pitomizing
both love and separation from the Lord. The
rhythmic dance of the fingers playing the tarah
on the dilruba would remind one of the
various notes that Mother Nature has
bestowed upon us. The playful manipulation
of the beats is as if orchestrating the rhythmic
movement of the universe. Satguru Ji would
enthrall the audience by playing ten even
eleven beats in teentaal. His love for music
would spill into the daily chores. Compositions
were created and music flowed even while
travelling, in conversation, during a meeting,
on the sports field and even during a meal.
Music was the omni present heartbeat that
drew everyone close to Him.

A keen student of music Himself,
Satguru Ji introduced the khayal form of
singing into Gurbani Kirtan during the eighties.
Students were motivated to improvise and
express e motion by adding taans and sargams
into various Gurbani compositions The flavor
of the singing styles of various Gharanas under
whom the students trained, added yet
another dimension to the music. While the




focus had been primarily Gurbani Kirtan until
then, the lack of students who knew the
compositions from the Talwandi Gharana was
a cause of concern. It was perhaps with this in
mind that in 1982, Satguru Ji started teaching
these compositions Himself to keen students.
Successful students from the first batch of the
seventies were encouraged to take up
teaching music at various Namdhari centers,
not only in India but also across the world
including Thailand, UK, USA, Canada and
Africa. Satguru Ji would continue to seek out

-

young enthusiasts from across the world and

initiate them personally into the world of
music. Looking far ahead into the future, Sri
Satguru Ji prompted the training of girls from a
very young age, encouraging and harnessing
their talents as well. It was Satguru li's
conviction that a mother who imbibed music
would propagate the same within her
children, thus safeguarding the future of this
great tradition

His love and oneness with music would
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come to the forefront once again when in July
1992, Satguru Ji was diagnosed with a heart
condition. Post a successful open heart
surgery in Australia, Satguru Ji was advised to
rest. The forced musical hiatus did not dent His
enthusiasm and He was often seen asking the
doctors as to when He could get back to
singing. His joy knew no bounds when in mid-
October the restrictions were removed. That
very same day, Satguru Ji not only sang but
also composed a new composition, starting off

where He had left enchanting one and all
T

present. A sense of urgency crept into all
efforts asif there was little time left.

The Namdhari Kala Kendra, a school of
music, was started in Sri Bhaini Sahib to teach
the young minds. A typical day would begin as
early as 2:00am for the young students and
music classes would start by 3:00am. The
school would reverberate with the sound of
children singing, learning the tabla, sitar,
santoor, dilruba etc. Surprise checks by
Satguru Ji Himself would keep the teachers




and students on their toes. Daybreak would be
formal school and the children would be back
in the afternoon at the Kala Kendra. The
evening music sittings in the presence of
Satguru Ji would be sought after and no
student would want to miss it, for it was in
these sittings that the benevolence of Satguru
Jiflowed as music bound Him and His students

togetherasone.

Propagating the tenets of the Sikh
Gurus, Sri Satguru Ji initiated the research of
various lost raagas as stated in the Aad Guru
Granth Sahib. Ancient traditional
compositions like the dhunis were revived and
additional one's composed. Special attention
was paid to the revival and restoration of
ancient Indian classical instruments that were
hitherto on their way to extinction and
talented instrument makers were honoured.
Such was the fervor that whether it be day or
night, whether He was in India or abroad,
whenever Satguru Ji remembered a
composition, He would teach the student
presentimmediately. In the words of Satguru Ji
Himself, "A teacher also learns when he
teaches and | am thankful that | got an
opportunity to learn like this as well."

In 1999, Sri Satguru Ji was awarded the
Ustad Hafiz Ali Khan Sangeet Munishi Award
by the Sarod Gharana of Gwalior under the
stewardship of the renowned sarod maestro
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan. The Sangeet Natak
Academy of India conferred the prestigious
fellowship of the Tagore Ratan to Satguru Jiin
2012.

The dawn of the new millennia saw the
Namdhari community grow from strength to
strength under the benevolence and guidance
of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. With sheer will, hard
work and dedication, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji

fulfilled the long cherished dream of Satguru
Partap Singh Ji as the fragrance of music
started to emancipate from every Sikh's child.
Eight decades of hard work had borne fruitand
the results could be seen in every hymn sung
and every classical performance given. As
students had grown to be maestros, teaching
more and spreading the music of the Sikh
Gurus, a distinct style had evolved, where
slowly but surely, a new Gharana of music had
taken roots as an ode to Satguru Ji's efforts -
the Namdhari Gharana. It was indeed His
ardent love and respect for music and
musicians alike, that Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
came to be known as the greatest patron of
Indian classical and Sikh devotional music in
the post-independence era of India, where
music imbibed and united everyone, where
every moment flourished and every journey
was musical.

It was as if destiny beckoned and as
silence and calm enveloped Sri Bhaini Sahib on
the 13h of December 2012. The journey that
carried everyone together with sheer passion
and motivation, the journey that set the
benchmark for generations to follow, the
musical journey of sheer excellence, love and
devotion, reached its final destination is Sri
Satguru Jagjit Singh Jiunited with eternal light.

Like the music that reverberates long
after the symphony has played its last note,
the legacy of His Holiness Satguru Jagjit Singh
Ji continues to inspire and motivate every
musician, music lover and enthusiast. The
Namdhari Gharana of music continues its
quest to spread the vision of Satguru Ji under
the benevolent guidance of the present
Supreme Spiritual master Satguru Uday Singh
i




The Religion Of Music

Satguru Jagjit Singh was religious head
of millions of Namdhari Sikhs all over the
world including India. Besides being a spiritual
leader he has given birth to a parallel religion-
thw religion of music.

According to the Adi Granth, the

Universe came into existence when the
Creator spoke His first word 'Oankar' which is,
in fact, a musical sound or 'dhvani'. Hence,
music being the medium of Creation, it has all
the potential to connect us to the Creator.
Music is the art that permeates every human
society, in one form or another. Music is the
source of Truth, spirituality and universal
stability. It isthe common language that unites
the entire mankind.
Plato, the great Western philosopher,
recognized its association with soul about
2500years ago. Auniversal art, music has been
attributed the power to move men, to help
crops grow, to cause cows to yield milk and in
the Indian tradition to create rain and to light
lamps. Such is its relationship to human and
animal senses and the environment as a
whole.

Indian classical tradition is unique
because it has a long unbroken, though
continuously evolving record, since the Vedic
times, about 4000 years ago. It has developed
over the centuries into music of profound
melodic and rhythmic intricacy, through the
guru of music and divinity and shishya
tradition. In this tradition, an aspiring musician

apprentices himself to a guru, lives with him,
serves him with devotion and learns from him
in total humility. Itis a very close relationship, a
spiritual discipline, a path of realization, in
which the singing and playing of instruments
becomes a spiritual exploration, an endeavour
towards harmony of the individual being with
theall-pervading reality.
Indian classical music is an ethereal creation,
the Lord's own mystical sound that emanates
from within Nature. It is a synonym of love and
isthe easiest way toreach one's Lord.

The Sikh Devotional
based on the tenets of Indian Classical Music.

Music is also

The journey of Sikh Devotional music begins
with the playing of Rabab by Mardana and the
singing of the Holy Hymns to it by Satguru
Nanak—a journey that brought music from
the precincts of the royal courts to a
commoner, co-joining it to the realm of
spirituality, where every home imbibes music
and becomes the place of faith.

Satguru Arjun Dev Ji took this journey forward
while editing the Adi GranthSahib, using music
as a medium to collate the teachings of the
Sikh Satgurus, Muslim and Hindu holy men,
bards and hymn singers. Classified into various
Indian Classical Ragas, the Adi Granth Sahib is
an unequivocal literary and musical scripture
that imbibes both the grace and the
tranquilityof music.

The foundation of the Sikh Devotional Music
thus having been laid, was enhanced and




propagated by each successor Sikh Guru.
While Satguru Arjun Dev Ji played the Saranda,
Satguru Hargobind Singh Ji played the
Taaus.Satguru Gobind Singh Ji not only played
the Rabab but also was an eclectic singer, who
composed musicinas many as 18 Raagas.

The Sikh devotional music became a

medium of non-violent, non-cooperation
movement in India's struggle for
independence from the British during the
times of Satguru Ram Singh Ji, Satguru Hari
Singh Ji and the journey attained ascendancy
under the benevolence of Satguru Partap Sing
Jiand Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, who renewed the
efforts to safeguard not only the traditions of
Sikh devotional music but also that of the
Indian Classical Music.
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji(1920-2012) grew up at
Sri Bhaini Sahib under the tutelage of his
father Satguru Partap Singh Ji. Trained by
exponents of Indian classical music from the
Talwandi Gharana and by the seers of Gurumat
Kirtan (Sikh Devotional Music) from the age of
approximately five years, he soon achieved
perfection in reciting and singing Gurbani
unerringly, while play the Dilruba.

The tradition of Gurmat Kirtan under
the guidance of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji,
witnessed the revival of its glorious past,
breaking new grounds. The harmonium was
replaced by the Dilruba, and other stringed
musical instruments like the Sitar, Sarod,
Sarangi, Santoorwere also added.

Continuing the tradition set by his father,
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji invited and honored the
maestros of Indian classical Music as well as
the Sikh devotional singers to Sri Bhaini Sahib,

to learn and imbibe their tradition into Gurmat
Kirtan.

It would not be an exaggeration to state that
Sri Satguru Ji himself was a huge storehouse of
several Bandishes of Khayal and Thumrias well
as Dhrupad. His major contribution to Indian
music has been in the interpretation and
playing of various Taalsin different matras
(beats), modifying the existing concept into
various quarters.

Propagating the tenets of the Adi Granth
Sahib, Sri Satguru Ji initiated the research of
various Raagas as stated in this scripture.
Promulgating the lyrics and poetic writings of
Satguru Gobind Singh Ji as written in the
Dasam Granth Sahib, Satguru Jagjit Singh has
also rendered several hymns from this
scripture into musical compositions.

It was indeed his ardent love and respect for
Music and Gurbani that Sri Satguru Ji came to
be known as the greatest patron of Indian
Classical and Sikh Devotional Music in the
post-independence era of India.

Satguru Jagjit Singh gave birth to a

parallel religion—the religion of music. In the
history of music, he will always be credited
with unmatched passion that sowed the seeds
of a silent musical revolution in Punjab, which
of late has had little to boast of in the field of
classical music. Even in his old age, his thirst for
musicremained insatiate.
It was as early as 1959 that Satguru Jagjit Singh
had foreseen the dearth of talent in field of
classical music in the Punjab. He was taken
aback to learn that only two Raagis of
Namdhari Darbar, Darshan Singh and Khazan
Singh, were using Indian Classical Vocal forms




while reciting Gurbani. What will happen in
the future, he asked himself. People of Punjab
had not realized that this fine art was being
eroded in the state. He desperately wanted

classical music to thrive in the state. His

resolve soon witnessed the initiation of young
talent into the world of music.Satguru Jagjit
Singh, who himself exceled in Indian classical
vocal and instrumental music, started
imparting knowledge to boys and girls, aged
between five and ten years. Soon the number
began to multiply. The untiring, unrelenting
and consistent devotion of the Guru and his
disciples over a period of ten to fifteen years
began to bear fruit. The foundation of Indian
classical and instrumental music was being
laid inthe remote village of Sri Bhaini Sahib.

In Addition to the above efforts, he
sent some of his young students to the
renowned maestros to learn Indian classical
music and also invited these masters to Sri

Bhaini Sahib, from time to time. Among these,

the names of Ustad Vilayat Ali Khan, Ustad
Amajad Ali Khan, Pandit Hari Narayan, Pandit
Hari Parsad Chaurasiya (the famous flute
singer) are worth mentioning.

As a result of his conscious efforts,
hundred of
Namdhari Sikh
children in the age
group of eight and
fifteen years as
well as the youth
above twenty
years have been
trained in classical
and vocal music in
India, England,
America and
Canadaaswell.
Some young
Namdhari
like the vocalists
Sukhdev Singh and Mohan Singh, Balwant
Singh(vocalist and Santoorist) and Harjinder
Singh(Sitar and Rabab player), Sukhwinder
Singh Pinky and Harpreet Singh Sonu(the Tabla

artists

players) have become quite famous in the
music circles in India and abroad. Balwant
Singh was decorated with the Punjab State
Award for Indian classical vocal and Santoor
Vadan on February 27, 2003. Sukhwinder
Singh Pinky had won the.........

Satguru Jagjit Singh the pionear of this
music revolution was himself honoured by the
National Sangeet &Natak Akademi with
Tagore Ratan Fellowship in 2012 for his life-

long contribution to the Indian classical music.
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REFLECTIONS

When | begin to reflect upon my life
and how it has unfolded, | draw two
conclusions. The first one is, a divine energy
has silently guided me on to a certain path
independent of my own thoughts and plans.
Secondly, | realise that divine guiding power to
be Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji.

The following verses from the Gurbani
hold true forme:

SNITURBTZINTT T I

Tun mera Pita, tuhai mera Mata You
are my Father, You are my Mother.

IHITHYYZIHITIIT ||
Tun mera bandhap Tuh mera bharata.
You are my friend, You are my Brother.

IHITTHTHIS EE ITIRITATITHIG |l

Tun mera rakha sabni thai ta bhao keha
kama jio. When you have me under your
protection everywhere, why should | fear.

SHIIIUTIZYURTET |

Tumri kirpa te tudh pachhana. You
have blessed me so that | can understand You

SN IINTHET |

Tun meri ot tunhai mera mana. You are
my sanctuary and my honor

| feel fortunate that | was born during
the era blessed by Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji. He
preached the philosophy of Guru Nanak Dev Ji
in its purest form. Satguru ji was constantly

Satguru Uday Singh Ji

absorbed in naam siniran and was an epitome
of truthfulness. He carried out tireless sera,
displayed unconditional love and compassion
and promoted peace. He was so content
throughout His life, that He was in a constant
state of bliss. He remained an active advocate
of the teachings of the Gurbani and promoted
its principles and practices throughout His life.
He remained detached from the perils of ego,
anger, jealousy, greed and other worldly
attachments. In a quest to share the life and
message of such a great Satguru beyond the
sphere of Namdharis, we envisioned the
difficult task of compiling His immeasurable
contribution through a biography. As destiny
had pre-ordained, a good friend of mine,
Prashanta Bhat, came to my mind and through
him we were introduced to his aunt Dr.
Sharada Jayagovind, to whom we entrusted
the writing of this biography in English,

As she began this journey, we spent a
lot of time reflecting on Satguru Ji's life and felt
elated. Here was a Satguru whose greatness
could only be felt but difficult to be expressed
in words. | realize that without personally
developing this devotion, faith and love, it
would have been an incredibly difficult task to
capture the true essence of Satguru lJi's life
journey in this book, Incidentally, we found
such a person in Dr. Sharada. She understood
the true essence of faith, where love and
devotion are not bound by any religious
confinements. As she walked on this journey,




she developed the same devotion and love
towards SatguruJagjit Singh Jias any devotec.

H3fuygy Afsf A& A3 IS ||
Sat Purakh jin jania Satgur tis ka nao,
He, who has realized the Lord, can be called
the true Satguru.

SAIAIAY ST aad I e Irg |

Tis kai sang sikh udhrai Nanak har gun

gao, In the Satguru's company, singing God's
praise His disciples are saved.

Growing up in Sri Jiwan Nagar and Sri
Bhaini Sahib around Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, |
never realised how fortunate | was. Whenever
He addressed me as Beta (Son), the
importance was beyond my understanding.
He showered upon me so much of love that
subconsciously | was drawn in to His aura.

Satguru Ji often took me along with
Him on some of His travels. Looking back and
remembering those vyears | realize how
Satguru Ji gracefully and happily adapted to
shifting situations and circumstances. Many a
time the houses and places He graced were in
remote villages, some with basic thatched roof
structures, and others with no basic
amenities. Thousands shared their problems
and sorrows with Him and remarkably

He remained attached to each person
yet detached enough to provide comforting
solutions to them. As He went about
showering His blessings, he always remained
happy, no matter what the situation or
condition of His surroundings were. His mere
presence brought unlimited joy to His disciples
thatis beyond description.

Most of those days began in the early

hours of the morning, usually between 3 am
and 4 am with the singing of hymns from the
Gurbani - Asa di Vaar kirtan along with naam
simran as a standard practice. Thereafter, He
would continuously travel, visiting houses and
placating His disciples before retiring to bed
between 10 pmand 11 pm. It was His presence
that radiated the energy and even ordinary
mortals around him did not feel tired. If He
returned from these visits early, Satguru ji
would immerse Himself in Sangeet, His other
passion.

| recall that whenever | bowed at the
feet of Satguru Ji, many times Mata Chand
Kaur Ji would also be present. Usually bowing
down to someone else in Satguru jis presence
is not a common practice. However, Satguru Ji
always asked me, "Have you met your
mother?" and often would instruct me, "Go
and touch the feet of your mother." Mata Ji
made selfless service the focal point of her
lifelong journey. My first memories of her as a
child was someone who was always busy with
some form of community work, be it
supervising construction, helping in the
preparation of langar (community kitchen),
washing used utensil or simply making rotis for
hours during busy festivals. She was totally
immersed in one form of service or another
and this determination of serving others
inspired thousands more to join in. She
practised the same simplicity that Satguru
Jidesired, lived a selfless life and gave a
mother's love to all. Ultimately, her
contribution and sacrifice for this panth will
always be remembered as supreme.

Thefirstimportant responsibility




which Satguru Ji assighed to me was to
develop the farm at Gola Gokarnath, Uttar
Pradesh. | was just about twenty years old and
had no experience in managing a farm. | was
not very keen to go to that remote place with
limited facilities and the nearest town was at
least one hour away. Fortunately, we were
raised in an environment where faith in the
divinity of Satguru Ji was firm and there was no
guestion of disobeying His Hakam. | undertook
the responsibility and moved to Gola
Gokarnath.

Satguru Ji never let me feel lonely and
periodically graced the farm with His visits and
abundant blessings. He would always be
accompanied by a large number of people,
including many musicians. Namdharis from
nearby farms would also come and soak in His
divine darshan. He set an example for us by
living a life of simplicity and austerity many a
time, not hesitating to join us on the farm to
work alongside other Sikhs in various tasks
such as weeding sugarcane. Satguru Ji was
equally content and indifferent to travelling on
a bullock cart or in expensive cars. Along with
this simplicity and humility, Gurbani and naam
simran were central to His daily routine. His
mere presence in this underdeveloped region
brought about a transformation. Through His
blessings, over a period of four years, this Gola
farm developed into a model farm and was
projected as a benchmark for neighboring
farmers.

At the end of these four years, Satguru
Ji asked us to host the Hola Mahalla festival at
Gola Gokarnath, which is one of the most
prominent events in the calendar and has the

largest gatherings of Namdharis. So far it was
held in Haryana or Punjab, close to where
most of the Sangat live. Organizing this
important festival in Uttar Pradesh was a huge
challenge. We were expected to cater to the
needs of accommodation and food of
thousands of disciples. A special train with
Sikhs started from Ludhiana and thousands of
Namdharis from elsewhere also gathered at
Gola Gokarnath. This was probably the largest
gathering of Sikhs in this region at the time;
locals had never witnessed a Sikh gathering
and organization of this magnitude. On the
final day, Giani Zail Singh Ji, the then Home
Minister along with Rajiv Gandhi Ji visited and
received blessings from Satguru Ji. Having the
courage and ability of hosting and organizing
an event of this magnitude in an undeveloped
and isolated area of India was only possible
because of the blessings of Sri Satguru Ji.

In marking the success of both this
important festival and the development of the
farm, Satguru Ji immediately instructed me to
move to Namdhari Farms, Bidadi in Karnataka.
Satguru Ji's actions are mysterious and no one
understands the depth of His vision. At the
time when they had asked me to move, many
Sikhs could not comprehend why we were
moving from a welldeveloped operation with
fertile land and abundantly rich water source
to a barren piece of land without any assured
irrigation system.

I moved to Bidadi in the spring of 1982.
No doubt it was a huge change for me
culturally and geographically. It also brought
entirely different challenges in agriculture. In
contrastto Gola, the land was barren with




scarce natural water supply. Apart from these,
there was a huge language barrier, although
some of the Sikhs who had moved there
earlier had picked up the language to some
extent. Another immediate challenge was that
of manpower, as most of the Namdharis were
not ready to stay there due to these challenges
and lack of facilities. Shortage of rations in the
community kitchen was also common. In
general the atmosphere was discouraging. By
the time | moved to Bidadi, my father Maharaj
Bir Singh Ji, had already decided and brokered
a sale of the farm, which he was managing
before | moved there. He was concerned
about my safety and asked the buyer to
complete the sale at the earliest. At the same
time, Satguru Ji had sent me with clear
instructions not to sell the farm. Finally, as
Satguru Ji had destined, the deal faltered
when the buyer was unable to get the
necessary permissions he sought along with
the purchase.

As we began our new life in Bidadi, we
confronted a series of difficulties and
struggles. However, Satguru Ji was the single
most important reason through whose
blessings we drew determination and
inspiration. During those difficult times, He
graced the farm at least a couple of times
every year. His presence brought a bountiful
sense of joy creating an unforgettable
atmosphere.

Satguru Ji would take a keen interest in
farming and dedicated His precious time so
that we were encouraged to go beyond our
comfort zone. He motivated us to diversify into
fruit plantations and within a few years we had

a significant acreage of mangoes, coconut as
well as seedless grapes. All these fruit crops
were not huge revenue generators for the
farm but their successful planting earned us
the priceless wealth of Satguru Ji's happiness.
He had various ways to encourage us and
constantly enjoyed bringing Sikhs from across
India and abroad to show them His collection
of mango and grape cultivars. He was a
connoisseur of good fruits and He had us
collect numerous mango varieties from
around the world. Such was His love for good
fruits that He once called me from Thailand
asking me to find out about a certain grape
(described as red, round and crisp) that was
imported there from California. As | traced the
cultivar commonly known as "Flame Seedless"
and gave this information to Satguru Ji, He
instructed me to import its plants and grow
them in the farm at Bidadi. This cultivar
eventually spread into other parts of India and
became a popular and major variety.

This is just one of many such instances
where he constantly encouraged us to
innovate and go beyond our bounds. Looking
at the success of seedless grapes in Bidadi,
Satguru Ji wanted us to try the same varieties
in Sri Jiwan Nagar, Haryana. We procured the
planting materials from Nashik and planted a
couple of acres near Amritsar at Avtar Singh's
farm near Sri Jiwan Nagar. However,
challenges arose due to the delay in fruition of
the grapes and the crop was affected by the
arrival of the rainy season. Satguru Ji noticed
this and asked us to prune the plants early in
June and follow the system of the tropics
where two prunings take placein ayear. The




result of this action allowed us to get a
successful crop in the month of November at a
time when there are no grapes in the entire
country! Thisingenuity and its success amazed
scientists from Punjab and Haryana
Agriculture institutions who had not even
thought that such a crop would be possible.

During the earlier days in Bidadi when
mobile phones were not common and phone
connectivity was very limited, Satguru ji was
always concerned about the welfare of His
Sikhs as well as the progress on the farm. He
would send instructions beforehand with a set
date and time when we were to call him. We
would then eagerly go to Bangalore to speak
with Satguruji at the predetermined time and
seek His blessings. Patsha ji wanted to know all
minute details about the farm and enquired
about everyone's welfare.

Once Namdhari seeds Hourished,
Satguru ji was very happy and showered us
with His blessings. Somehow | had developed
a habit of asking Him and seeking His
permission before starting any new initiative
as this gave us confidence to succeed. Satguru
ji always practised humility; one day in front of
everyone, He said, "Kaka seeks my permission
for everything while | possess no knowledge."
He would guide us and bless us onto the path
of success and then very humbly give us the
credit. Similarly, when things did not go well,
Satguru ji always stood by us and encouraged
us to persevere through those phases.

When Satguru ji left for His heavenly
abode, | had neverimagined or wanted to walk
in His footsteps. This was the most difficult
time of my life as whenever | looked and

remembered Satguru Jagjit Singh ji, | felt
myself to be very small. Although over time a
realization took place that Satguru ji knew and
shaped this destiny from the very beginning,
especially when | remember that special
affection he showered upon me addressing
me as 'my beta' without me having any
deserving qualities and how he showered His
blessings through Mata Ji who helped me in
this transformation of life. Today, assuming
this responsibility, | draw a satisfaction that
destiny has taken me on a path where |
become a source for others to meditate on the
name of the Almighty and live their life
according to the Garbani, which guides and
shapesthe life of every Sikh.

Each day for me starts and ends in their
love with a prayer to give me strength such
that | can tread on the path of our beloved Sri
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji.




World Vegetarian Conferences
1957 and 1967

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji immediately after
assuming the great responsibility of Spiritual
throne from Satguru Partap Singh Ji realized
the great mission He represented. He had
much splendored personality with multi-
dimensional mission, of course this included
apart from Spiritual mission, social,
educational and cultural. He himself was a
living legend and practiced what he preached.
He encouraged and counselled the Namdhari
youth to spread to various countries of the
world to spread his mission of peace and also
in pursuit of finding new frontiers,
technologies and developments. As a result
millions of them are now present in various
countries of the world from Thailand to
Australia and New- Zealand from Kenya,
Uganda to Tanzania, United Kingdom,
European countries to United States and
Canada. With his blessings wherever they
have gone, have earned respect and
achievements in diverse professions, business
and industry.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji in order to promote the
ideals of Vegetarianism, World Peace, Punjabi
Language, Literature and Culture has led,
encouraged, sponsored and participated in
various National and International World
Conferences and prospects. In his stride he
addressed several spiritual meets,
congregations, national and International
Conferences.

Here, in these columns, | would like to mention

H.S. Hanspal

the two International Vegetarian Conferences
held in India first in 1957 at the time of Satguru
Partap Singh Ji, in which the then Baba Jagjit
Singh Ji very actively participated and
organized it in Delhiand anotherin 1967 again
in Delhi after adorning the seat of Supreme
Spiritual Head of Namdhari Sikhs.

During 15th World Vegetarian Congress-1957,
S. Teja Singh Namdhari MLA (Punjab) who also
actively participated and ably assisted Satguru
Jiduring the Conference said:

“We the Namdhari Sikhs, are strict non-meat
eaters including egg and fish. We are enjoined
by the Namdhari Rehat-nama or code of
spiritual and moral principles, set by Satguru
Ram Singh Jiand our present spiritual Head, Sri
Satguru Partap Singh Ji Maharaj, to abstain
from all kinds of alcoholic drink and tobacco
taking in any form i.e. smoking or inhaling as
snuff. Our food consists of milk and milk
products, cereals, nuts, vegetables and pulses.
These articles of food we take in a most
economic manner, avoiding wastage. We
believe and practise the tradition of acommon
kitchen for all. On the occasion of religious
gatherings, we distribute simple food to all
including our Spiritual Head.”

The following message from Satguru Partap
Singh Ji Spiritual Head of Namdhari Sikhs was
published in the souvenir on the occasion of
15th World Vegetarian Congress 1957 held in
Delhi/Bombay/Madras/Calcutta, India.

“I heartily welcome the promoters, organizers,




sympathizers, delegates and visitors from all
the countries of the world who have come to
Bharat to take part in the Vegetarian
Conference. Itis a unique occasion for all of us,
who are non-meat-eaters to meet, to
deliberate, and to act for the good of the
animal world as well as human beings.
Materialists, scientists, proud of their
achievements in the field of Atom Bombs,
have brought this tiny world to the brink of
annihilation and extinction. A little spark of a
powerful fanatic person may ignite the
volcanoes of destruction and perhaps our very
earth may become a revolving ball of gases
and lava. Faith in spiritual and moral values has
been undermined by the new inventions of
destruction. The common man throughout
the world feels himself as an orphan
surrounded by the storms of death.

It is a hopeful sign that the non-meat-eaters
vegetarians have assembled at the a time,
when the whole atmosphere of the world is
full of talks of war and bloodshed. Vegetarians
abhor, hate, and detest the shedding of blood
of the animal kingdom-consequently of men
too. We, Namdhari Sikhs,
vegetarians, having learned the lesson of

are strict

vegetarianism from the teachings and lives of
the Sikh Gurus. We join our voice with all the
vegetarians of the world against the shedding
of blood inany form.

| pray to Almighty God, for the success of the
conference and for the noble cause for which it
stands. It is my sincere wish that the
promoters, sympathizers, delegates and
visitors should form a nucleus for bringing
good-will, peace and love amongst men and

dumb lovable animals. Man's stomach may
not become a grave for the animals. Let all of
us wish and pray for a happier and better
world through the higher principles of
VEGETARIANISM!”

The 19th World Vegetarian Congress-1967
held in Delhi/Bombay/Madras as Indian World
Congress of the International Vegetarian
Union, under the guidance of Mrs. Rukmini
Devi Arundale, India's great teacher, patron of
the Arts a very close associate of Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji. Again an ardent appreciator of
Satguru Ji, Shri J.N. Mankar with his skilful
organisational capabilities led the I.V.U.'s, the
second World Vegetarian Congress sponsored
by India, held from 18th November to 7th
December 1967. He was also Regional
organiser from India and the East.

Shri J. N. Mankar during his speech said
Namdhari Sikhs as vegetarians, they take a
simple diet and use pure stuff. The health of
Namdhari men or women is far better than
other people. Namdhari Sikhs can easily be
recognized by their smiling faces, broad
shoulders, and energetic forms. They had to
undergo strict police surveillance for their
anti-British rule activities. An average
Namdhari possesses a better health than an
average Indian. They are a stock of sturdy
peasants, artisans, businessmen and manual
workers. Their cultivated fields and their cattle
are decidedly better than those of other Indian
brethren. Because of their vegetarian habits
they have great love for the cow, the sacred
animal of Bharat. They believe this noble
animal to be a symbol of goodness, peace and
prosperity.




The vegetarian habits of Namdhari Sikhs are
responsible for their simple lives gifted with
great moral achievements. Vegetarianism has
saved them from several ruinous customs.
Meat-eating is naturally accompanied by the
taking of liquor. Liquor-taking is responsible
for fatal evils. The habits of meat-eating and
liquor taking, as they go hand in hand, have
been the cause of the ruins and fall of many an
empire, nation, and tribes in the past. The
future of the world lies with men of sober
habits, industrious nature, and balanced
minds, loving all and hating none. These
qualities can only be developed with a simple
diet of vegetables, milk, milk products,
cereals, nuts, and fruits. Namdhari Sikhs
strictly believe that every saviour of humanity
was a vegetarian and that vegetarianism can
help greatly in saving the world from coming
destruction and in establishing an everlasting
peace.

In 1967, a great lunch was organized for the
delegates from all over the world attending
World Vegetarian Conference by Satguru jagjit
Singh Ji at the residence of Seth Tarlok Singh
Chawla, 11/10 Pusa Road, New Delhi. About
which in the published report of the
conference, it is mentioned “On 21st
November more business sessions held and
then a great lunch given by the Spiritual Leader
of the Namdhari Sikhs, who all are VVegetarians
and magnificent body of people — His Holiness
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji.” Several Photos of the
occasion were also published in the souvenir
with the captions (i) A Vegetarian Writers
Conference being addressed by His Holiness
Satguru Jagjit Singh who is the spiritual leader
of Namdhari Sikhs. (ii) Namdhari Sikh Women-
folk at the reception held in New Delhi. (iii)

Some of the Namdhari Sikhs bringing trays
(thali) of food when they entertained the .V.U.
Congress delegates in Delhi. HILDA NIXON in
the report says: Sikhs with their turbans and
white costumes whose chief “His Holiness”
spoke with vigour and humour at the opening
session and whose group entertained us to an
interesting luncheon, where we sat, shoeless,
on long white cloths extended along the floor,
and ate from circular metal trays (thali) on to
which the men kept putting spoonful of
various concoctions of vegetables, flour and
rice, from twin saucepans, two vessels joined
together with a tall central handle.” It was a
marvellous memorable experience for all the
delegates who attended the luncheon given
by Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji said during the
conference, “According to the teachings of
Satguru Ji and as recorded in the Holy Guru
Granth Sahib, the kind of food a person
consumes has a direct relationship with the
person's thought process. In the same manner
that a murderer does not feel any pain or
sorrow or even disgust for the death of those
he had killed. A person who repeatedly sees
and consumes corpses (meat/non-vegetarian
food) eventually becomes desensitized to pain
and suffering at the other end of the knife.
Similarly those who consume intoxicants such
as wine liquor, tobacco etc. can never be at
peace or contribute to the creation of a
peaceful society since their mind is always
taken over by the effects of the foods they
take. To propagate peace, one must therefore
be first introduced to DAYA (mercy) and then
to Rehat—The Tenets of Sikhism.

In his message to the 19th World Vegetarian
Congress His Holiness conveyed that he was




very glad to know that World Vegetarians are
meeting together to support the cause of
Ahimsa. Our religion is based on the just cause
of Ahimsa (Daya). As has been stated by Guru
Nanak Dev Ji: “Dhaol Dharam Daya Kaa Poot.”
All our Gurus right from Guru Nanak Dev Ji to
Satguru Ram Singh Ji have advised the human
beings to be kind to all the creatures created
by the Almighty. “Daya Bin Sabh Hasai.” Guru
Gobind Singh Ji has also stated that God is not
pleased with those who kill the Atma: “Tin To
Kahan Parmatam Raaji; Atamghati Dhroh Kia.”
Guru Gobind Singh has futher emphasized
that the Khalsa is, who has Daya and is
opposed to Himsa. Fifth Guru Arjan Dev Ji, has
advised us: Dookh Na Dhaee Kisai Jeea, Path
Sio Ghar Jaavo. Guru Nanak Dev Ji has further
stated: Who kills others, he will also be killed,
and will never be forgiven by the Almighty.
Bhagat Kabir, who has high esteem in the
minds of Sikhs has also given his verdict
against those who take either Jhatka or Kutha
and claim themselves innocent. “Un Jhatka Un
Bismil Kia; Daya Dohan Te Bhagi, Kahat Kabir
Suno Bhai Sadho, Aag Dohaan Ghar Laagi.”
Satguru Ram Singh Ji, ordered their Sikhs, not
to take even water from those who do Himsa.
In this way numerous quotations can be given
from the sayings of all our Gurus which are
contained in Sri Guru Granth Sahib and the
Granths of Guru Gobind Singh Ji. If we see it
from the strength point of view, vegetariansin
no way are weaker than non-vegetarians. All
the Sikh Gurus and Sikhs of their times were
pure vegetarians. They were so strong that
they over-powered the Mughal forces the fact
which is not hidden from anyone. Namdhari
Sikhs who are pure vegetarians defeated the
tug-of-war team of the British Empire in 1916.
Vegetarians have marvellous strength as
compared to the non-vegetarians.

| express my earnest desire and pray to God
that He gives success to the Congress to
spread their ideology throughout the world
and bring non-vegetarians to the right and just
path of Ahimsa.
On 18th November, 1967 His Holiness Dalai
Lama inaugurated the Conference and said:
“when there are so many substitutes for meat
he could not see any reason why animals
should be slaughtered for human diet. There is
no justification for such brutality.” The Deputy
Prime Minster of India, the Hon'ble Shri
Morarji Desai, also honoured the inauguration
and gave an inspiring speech. On 19th
November group meetings were held in
various parts of Delhi. A congregation of
religious groups was held under the
chairmanship of Hon'ble Shri V. V. Giri, Vice-
President of India, and a variety of vegetarian
animals, including an elephant, were paraded
to show the efficacy of a vegetarian diet.
| was fortunate enough to have seen both the
conferences. Attended the deliberations of
1957. And with the blessings of Sri Satguru
Jagjit Singh Ji and on his behalf in 1967
conference | was able to actively participate
and deliberate with the delegates of many
countries. All the participants were of the
opinion, “You can never hope to be healthy,
happy and at peace by harming others. Put a
stop to your depraved cravings for the flesh
and blood of dead animals, birds and fish.” The
chiefissue was kindness versus cruelty.
15 countries sent delegates and
representatives who enjoyed the generous
hospitality by the Indian hosts — Australia,
Austria, Canada, France, Germany, Holland,
Israel, Japan, Marocco, Norway, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and
United States of America.

, EX.M.P. Chairman




Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
The Multi-Faceted Spiritual Leader

'Would the Guru please turn the tapoff now?'

As we drove past a large billboard
placed near the A12 roadside on a potato farm
in Essex, UK, these words caught my eye. It
took me a while to work out why the farmer
had put thatsign up.

As many of you may remember or
would have heard, the year was 1976 and the
month was August at the height of summer. A
state of drought had been declared and a
minister of drought had been appointed by the
UK government to deal with this frightening
phenomenon.

It so happened that a request had been
made by the Namdhari Sikh community, about
nine months before, for a pastoral visit by His
Holiness Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, which
happened to coincide with the period of
drought. The British press was encouraged by
some Asian groups about the powers of some
of the Indian Gurus to make rain. The press had
focussed on a number of Sadhus and Gurus,
particularly in Leicester and the Midlands,
taking television pictures of them praying for
rain and this became a matter of ridicule as
norains came.

On 26th August, Sri Satguru Ji was
holding normal prayer services in Southall
when the press descended and took pictures
showing Satguru Ji entering the premises and
also sitting in a prayerful gesture. However,
this was part of his daily prayer routine. After
the service, Satguru Ji and a number of his
devotees went with him to the place where he
was staying.

Charanijit AjitSingh

The pictures were later relayed by the
national television station, ITV, on the 10
o'clock news with the commentary that the
Guru was trying very hard to bring about rain.
Mr. Harcharan Singh Randhawa and Mr. Ajit
Singh saw the disturbing news in the presence
of our present Guru and at that time, Thakur
Uday Singh Ji. With his permission. Ajit Singh
phoned the ITV network director about the
incorrect coverage of Satguru i's visit. By that
time it was around llpm and Satguruji was
upstairs in his room and had not seen or heard
anything about the news coverage.

Mr. Randhawa and Mr. Ajit Singh
decided that they should take leave of Satguru
Jito go home for the night. When they walked
upstairs, Satguru Ji said to them, 'You both look
worried, what is going on? They explained the
situation. Then Satguru Ji remarked, is that it?
Go home, have some sleep and come to the
Asa di Var (morning prayer service) on time.

In their excitement, Mr. Randhawa and
Mr. Ajit Singh, came rushing down to the
others present and in the heat of the moment,
they blurted out, Satguru Ji says, go home and
come back for Asa di Var on time. Next
morning, 27th August, during the singing of
the Asadi Var, it started to drizzle.

Afterwards, there was so much rain for
about two months that the reservoirs were full
and the water shortage vanished so much so
that the farmer had to put up a billboard
hoping for the rain to stop so that he could dig
out his potatoes. Throughout this period, the
world media followed Satguru Ji wherever he




went but His Holiness stayed away from such
intrusions.

Despite being called the 'Rain Maker

by the world media, Satguru Ji did not take
credit for this miracle but ensured that his
devotees concerns were safeguarded. In
response to a comment in an informal
meeting, he just remarked in passing, 'Who
am | to make rain? As a person makes a
petition to a Chief Officer, to grant a request, |
did ardas to Akal Purakh (the Sovereign Lord).
He accepted the humble request.
Each one of us, who experienced the presence
of Satguru Ji, would have their own story of his
care, compassion, service to humanity and
spiritual guidance to share. The above
example, | have chosen, is to help us
understand the heights of his spiritual
connection not just with people who believed
in him, but for helping the wider world
communities in distress as well as care for the
creation and the environment. Through his
words and actions, he demonstrated his
deepest conviction, commitment and loyalty
to those he led and to Ciod whom he served
until his passing.

Satguru Jiwas born on 22nd November
1920, in Sri Bhaini Sahib, a village in Punjab,
which was a British designated virtual prison
since 1872. He was the first son of Matguru
Partap Singh Ji and Mata Bhupinder Kaur Ji.
The police guard was eventually lifted in 1923.

As a child, from the age of four and a
half, Satguru Ji was educated in the history and
philosophy of indigenous religions, Indian
Classical Music, Punjabi, Hindi, Sanskrit ind
inglish languages as well as the skills of
agriculture, horticulture and animal
husbandry. He also became adept at Sikh

martial arts, kabaddi, swimming in open
Waters, horse riding and polo. He was
affectionately called Beant Ji which literally
means endless/boundless such was his
expertise as observed by others.

Satguru Ji took on the responsibility of
Guruship on 22nd August 1959, after the
demic of his father Satguru Partap Singh Ji. Ina
long and eventful life, which ended when he
left for his heavenly abode on 13th December
2012, he transformed the community beyond
recognition by providing in person, spiritual
and religious wuidance based on the teachings
of the Sikh Gurus and the Sikh holy scriptures,
through his numerous worldwide tours to
countries such as the UK, USA, Canada, Kenya,
Thailand, Australia, Japan, Switzerland,
France, Belgium, Holland, Germany and many
others. Many came to the fold as the Guru's
mission propagated clean wholesome living,
vegetarian, non-alcoholic and non-smoking
ways of life inculcating meditation, daily
reading of the scriptures and the observance
of the Sikh code of conduct. This community
has a visible presence, most of the men being
identified wearing Namdhari style straight
turbans and both men and women in white
angelic gear. Even the Namdhari Hockey team,
which has won many awards, plays worldwide
wearing a Sikh uniform.

Satguru Ji had a passion for creating a
peaceful nuclear free world. In his sermons, he
warned people of the competition for the
acquisition of weapons, including nuclear
weapons which would destroy the world many
times over. He even worked with communist
and atheistic organisations such as the World
Peace Council for realising the dream of a
world which had no such weapons. Itis said




that those who believed in God asked him the
guestion, Why are you, a man of God, working
with the Godless?' His response was, 'If there
is a fire in our house and an atheist brings
water, we would not say to the atheist to not
put out the fire. Similarly, if the atheist had a
fire in his/her house and a religious person
took water, would the atheist refuse it? Peace
is a common responsibility and goal for
everyone.

The International Vegetarian Society
also benefitted from his presence at their
meetings especially in Holland, USA, UK and
Japan in the 1970s and 1980s. On his own
farms, he demonstrated high yields of crops by
using sophisticated organic methods of
farming much ahead of time, when the
artificial fertilizers were promoted by
countries to feed rising populations. In the
state of Punjab, the pollution and poisoning of
the water sources and the spread of certain
types of cancers in villages and towns, has
been associated with the high use of chemical
fertilisers which has destroyed the sail,
creating a nearly desert like environment
which Satguru Ji had forewarned. ECO-Sikhi, as
a way of life, has been adopted by many of his
followers and can be seen as an example of
good practice inthe Namdharifarms.

Satguru Ji's love for animals, especially
cows, buffaloes and horses is legendary. Many
of his cows won national prizes for high yield of
milk and his prize winning horses won many
awards in racing. There are many stories of
wild animals who became tame as they
approached him in forests or open waters,
whether those were lions, tigers, elephants,
whales or snakes. | have personally seen birds
such as sparrows and peacocks close to his
feet. The famous writer, Gurbaksh Singh

Preetlari's daughter, a writer herself, Urmila
Anand, called him Moranwala Satguru, in
reference to the peacock's closeness to him.
Satguru Ji had a real affinity with the natural
world and taught his followers to value the
sacredness of the environment and nature.

The Namdhari Community flourished
during his period, Sri Bhaini Sahib, the
Namdhari headquarters, was transformed
beyond recognition with restored historic
sites, especially built schools, housing
complexes with modern facilities, centres for
the elderly, information centres, museums,
vast prayer halls, health centres, guest houses,
sports arenas, gardens and shops meeting
every type of need of visitors, vast halls at
melas and large gatherings. In Ludhiana, a
world class hospital named after his father,
Satguru Partap Singh Ji, was built in 2005.
There are Namdhari Centres in different parts
of the globe where the community gathers for
regular meditation, kirtan, learning of musical
instruments, classical singing, reading of
scriptures, learning Namdhari and Sikh history
and the Punjabilanguage.

Satguru Ji opened doors for many
people from a variety of backgrounds through
many channels. Teaching of religious, moral,
social, cultural and physical education,
together with academic rigour in Namdhari
Schools, enabled boys and girls to become
highly educated and successful citizens in
every walk of life both at peace with
themselves and at peace with the world
wherever they chose to live. Satguru Jifunded
specialist classical music training, both
instrumental and vocal, for talented young
people who were sent to learn from the best
exponents of music in their field and who are
now training others asinternational Ustads




. Namdhari music festivals are highly prized
and attended by music lovers all around the
world. Satguru Ji was himself a great musician
and his contribution and patronage of Indian
classical musicis one that is highly revered and
appreciated by the great musical maestros of
India such as Ustad Vilayat Khan, Ustad
Bismillah Khan, Ustad Allah Rakha, Ustad
Amjad Ali Khan, Pt Kishan Maharaj to name a
few. His contribution to Indian classical music
inthe modern erais beyond comparison.

In 1965, he set up the Namdhari Vidyak
Jatha, an educational group of young people,
most of them well educated, with a view to
encouraging them to take ownership of the
community concerns and actions in every
aspect of their lives and to instil a sense of
belonging. Master Nihal Singh, a headmaster,
was named as its President and my father,
Sardar Tirath Singh Hanspal, was named as
Vice President. The Vidyak Jatha became
virtually a think tank of the young men in the
community and has met every year for a week
since its inception. In 1982, a women's Vidyak
Jatha Walso established with a similar purpose

Satguru Ji's instructions to the young
people attending the Vidyak Jatha were, Be
what you want to be in your careers: doctors,
lawyers, writers, teachers, pilots, scientists,
engineers, sports people, politicians, MPs,
Ministers etc, but first and foremost, you must
be a good Sikh. Learn to read and write
Punjabi, learn Gurbani and incorporate its
philosophyinyour life.

Family and community social ills such
as female infanticide, feticide, illiteracy and
especially lack of educational opportunities
for girls, child marriage, dowry burden, family
break ups, poverty, lack of care of the elderly,
gender inequality and leadership continue to
plague the people in Punjab and elsewhere in
India and amongst the South Asians in

different parts of the world. Satguru Ji
vociferously condemned gender inequality
malpractices and instructed his community
that both the birth of girls and boys should be
congratulated as blessings from God and to
engage in dowry less, simple and mass
weddings that should take place at special
events such as Hola in Marsh Vaisakhi in
Aprilor Asuda Melain the autumn.

He made women Subas (area
preachers) alongside men for spreading the
mission. During his time, millions of complete
readings of the Guru Granth Sahib and Dasam
Granth were performed by men and women as
well as countless meditation and prayer
services. Satguru Ji's instruction for an hour's
meditation either collectively or individually
every day is honoured by many in their very
busy lives all around the world. His sermons
are reverently listened to when meditations
are held in continuation under the present
leadership of Sri Satguru Uday Singh Ji.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji's contribution to
the world of intrafaith and interfaith is
especially admired. During his lifetime, many
Sarab Dharam Sammelans and World Religion
Conferences were held in India where various
religious leaders of different Hindu
organisations, Jains, Buddhist, Sikhs, Muslims
and Christians participated. In the UK and
abroad, he encouraged and instructed his
representatives to participate in interfaith
events, and when Satguru Ji visited abroad,
leaders of other faith communities attended
to pay their respects.

In essence, Satguru Ji was a Holy Father
to a worldwide community of devotees and a
respected friend for people who professed a
different belief. He amply demonstrated in his
life how to live and work for Sarbat da Bhala,
goodness towards.




SRI SATGURU JAGIJIT SINGH JI - A DIVINE LIGHT

AYTYATUTHSABIHIWBHS |l
Sukh dukh jeh parsai nahi lobh moh
abhimaan.

One who is not affected by pleasure,
pain, greed, attachment and egoism

FI BTG HE IHSTHHISTIIETS |l
Kaho Nanak sun re mana so murat
bhagvaan.

Nanak defines him as God.

Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh ji often used to
guote these verses from Gurbani in his
discourses to Sangat. Now when we look back
at the life of Sri Satguru ji, these verses are the
best to describe his towering personality. He
led an ascetic life since his early childhood. He
would go into solitude and practice meditation
for hours together and was always immersed
in deep spiritual thoughts. He was an ocean of
generosity, love and humility. He would always
find out ways to help the people in need and
serve them in the best possible manner
without expecting even a word of appreciation
in return. He detached hin self from all
materialistic belongings and aloof him self of
any attachment, pleasure or pain. Anyone who
got an opportunity to come near him was
mesmerized by his aura of love and
compassion.

Satguru ji gave utmost importance to naam

Gurmukh Singh

simran (meditation) and Gurbani recitation.
He often said in his discourses that you may
skip your meals and daily chores for some
unavoidable reasons or may be down with
fever but you should never ever forget to do at
least one hour of naam simran. He followed
the strict daily schedule of nam simran
throughout his life, which would start by
waking up at 1.00 am in the morning, taking
head to toe bath, sitting in meditation from
2.00 am that would continue through Asa di
Vaar and used to conclude with Chandi Di Vaar
paath by Sunrise time. Satguru ji motivated
everyone to do as much nam simran as
possible. At times people would express their
inability to meditate, citing the excuse that
they could not concentrate their minds.
Satguru ji motivated them to do naam simran
with simple beautiful examples. He said as a
monkey which is chained cannot do any
physical damage, in the same manner the
person sitting in meditation though not able to
concentrate his mind, cannot do anything evil
or physically harm others. Further, he said
sometimes while eating you are absorbed in
deep thoughts therefore unable to
concentrate on taste of the meal but the food
that goes into your stomach nourishes the
body. In the same way while doing naam
simran when you chant the name of Lord even
if you are unable to concentrate it nourishes
your soul.




Satguru ji said naam simran will provide you
peace and comfort in every situation of your
life. Asis written in Gurbani.

IFI A EHHSTHYTTE |

Har ko naam sada sukhdai.

The Name of the God is the provider of
all comforts.

Satguru ji said an air conditioner gives
comfort by making the room cool in summer
and a heater makes one comfortable with heat
in winter; but the name of God provides
comfort in all the seasons around the year. He
further added that any postal letter with the
correct address takes it to the right destination
And in same way if we have the name of God
on our tongue when we breathe our last, it will
take us to the house of Lord. He inspired
everyone to accumulate the treasure of Naam
which will help in this world and the place
where we will go after our death. It is also
writtenin Gurbani:

SHUG AH A o US Ry AT ||

Naam dhan jis jan ke palai soi pura
saha.

The one who has the wealth of Naamis
arichest personintruesense.

Satguru ji gave another example to
amplify the significance of nam simran. When
you plan a visit abroad, you should have the
currency of that country. In America you will
need US dollars and in Russia you require
rubles. However, these earthly currencies are
of no use at the place where you will go after

death and there only Naam will come to your
rescue. He quoted from Gurbani as follows:

AUSU YIS A FWI SIS ||

Jap tap ka bandh berhlajit langheh vahela.
Build the raft of Naam Simran to carry
you to the other world.

Satguru ji further strengthened and
continued the practice of Jap paryog which
was started by Satguru Partap Singh ji with
more zeal and vigour. He took this sacred
tradition which was initially a forty days course
astep ahead by making it a whole year affair by
starting Jap paryog at various places across the
globe. He started the Akhand varnis (twenty
four hours continues naam simran), in
numerous villages and cities in India and
abroad. Along with naam simran, Satguru ji
emphasized on correct recitation of Gurbani.
He ordered that every family should do at-
least one path of Sri Adi Granth Sahib ji or Sri
Dasam Granth Sahib ji every month. With the
blessings and orders of Sri Satguru ji, the
Namdhari Sikhs recited Sava lakh (One lac and
twenty five thousand) paaths of Sri Adi Granth
Sahib Ji three time and Sava lakh (One lac and
twenty five thousand) paths of Chandi di Vaar
with havans, five times during his times. He
asked all sikhs to daily recite the paath of
Chandi Di Vaar before Sunrise and Kirtan
Sohila before going to bed at night. Satguru ji
said that by reading Gurbani you will come to
know about the importance of Naam simran.
Satguru ji emphasised upon all namdharis to
music because the

learn Indian classical

Gurbaniis composed in various Raags and to




understand the meaning of verses in true
sense it is important to sing them in the
original raags in which they are composed. He
was himself was an accomplished classical
music vocalist and dilruba player.

Satguru ji was a great philanthropist
and his generosity knew no bounds. He was
always ready to donate all his possessions to
the needy and poor. There is an incident from
his childhood that once Satguru Partap Singh ji
authorised him to distribute the clothes to
poor and then someone complained about
him that heis distributing the clothes with free
hands and if not stopped, the stocks will
deplete soon. When summoned by Satguru
Partap Singh Ji, he politely said with folded
hands- “Patsha Ji the boxes are still full with
clothes which we brought from Thailand”.
Satguru Partap Singh ji felt happy and in a
lighter vein commented that seems he will
distribute our personal clothes also.

Satguru ji donated with open heart to
all irrespective of their religion, caste or creed.
He sponsored education of many students and
artists, paid for the medical expenditure of
numerous patients, build homes for several
and paid debts for plenty of people. Once
someone asked him how he manages to
donate so extravagantly. Satguru ji replied to
him —“l am not attached to these worldly
treasures. The inflow of money neither makes
me happy nor does the outflow of the same
makes me sad.” There is one interesting
incident that a person requested Satguru ji for
a loan and said he would return the money

back as soon as possible. Satguru ji smiled and
told him that the money can be given to him
only if he agrees to the condition that he will
not return the money back.

The best tribute to our beloved
Satguru ji is that we try to follow as much as
possible his teachings. We should wake up at
least two hours before the sunrise, do nam
simran, read Gurbani and donate from our
earnings. We should daily spare some time out
of our busy schedule for nam simran and time
listen to the discourses of Satguru ji which are
for our welfare and well being. His sermons are
solace for the turbulent minds and panacea to
all the troubles of life. | sign off with these
beautiful lines from Gurbani which come to
my mind when my thoughts take me to Sri
Satguru Jagjit Singh ji -

TS US A3 YIYASIIGIHT.

ARHBM HIG AR |

Dhan Dhan Sat purakh satguru hamara
jit miliai ham kao shant ai.

Great, great is my True Guru (spiritual
teacher); meeting Him, | have found peace.

g Ua A3 YJY ASfqIg oHaT Af3 Hissh v
Jdfgasfurd |

Dhan dhan sat purakh satguru hamara
jit miliai ham har bhagat pai.

Great, great is my True Guru (spiritual
teacher); meeting Him, | have attained the
Lord's devotional worship.




Satguru Ji's grace on his devotees

AS Panesar

Millions have been blessed upon
receiving the direction of Sikhism in their lives.
This religion, which deals directly with human
mindset, wisdom of ancient philosophy,
emphasis to practical implementation of high
ideals, continuous progress towards a positive
social reform, is capable of solving the root
cause of problems, being faced individually or
in society. World over, Namdhari Sikhs and
others, who have had the fortune of receiving
guidance and even a glimpse of Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji, remember him for his charisma.
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji started taking active
responsibility of the works of the Sangat
during the physical lifetime of Satguru Partap
Singh Ji. |, like many others, have had the
fortune of witnessing Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji's
grace in some moments of close quarters and
also hearing the same from my own family
elders.

This story of a family coming under the
spiritual ambit of Namdhari tradition started
with a man's transformation in East Africa.
Satguru Partap Singh Ji was about to bless the
Sikh Sangat of Africa for the first time by then.
It was during this visit of Satguru Partap Singh
Ji that the man being referred here, was
waiting for him for a very different reason than
others. While many were eagerly waiting to
receive the divine grace of Satguru Partap
Singh Ji, this man was waiting eagerly, with few
other like-minded people, to criticize Satguru
Ji. As used to be fondly remembered and

narrated by late Mata Harbans Kaur, his wife,
this man was in the lead charge, confused in
himself, but very vocal and critical of why
should he change his ways for anything.

Till that time, although he believed in
Sikhism, yet he was not true to the principles
of Sikhism which enjoin a life where only the
Almighty God is to be revered, all types of
worldly intoxicants and stimulants are to be
abandoned, all reasons whereby human or
animal suffering takes place are to be forsaken.
This sweet, yet initially strict, lifestyle is
difficult to adopt. However, when once
adopted, it broadens one's mentality,
whereby one becomes accommodative of
everyone. Everyone does not include only all
humans here, it also includes animals, birds,
insects, or in other words, the whole nature.
Satguru Nanak Dev Ji visualized the whole
universe to be working in obedience of the
Almighty God, manifested through the
amazing nature. The same philosophy of
Satguru Nanak, while accommodative of
everyone, guides oneself towards a path of
social good and shuns those practices, which
are detrimental to society. On an individual
level, these include being a partner in any
activity that harms nature, and on a collective
level, to being a partner in any system that
causes societal deterioration. Satguru Gobind
Singh Ji institutionalized the same concept to
fight Mughal imperialism. Satguru Ram Singh
Jiextended the same to counter British




imperialism. This way, the Sikh principle of
'Welfare to All' has been safeguarded through
the ages.

Satguru Partap Singh Jitook the
work of welfare to newer heights. This time,
his kind grace was towards the people in East
Africa. Many Sikhs had settled there as part of
British imperialist programme, which got the
highest portion of its human resource from
India, besides cheap raw materials, vast
consumer markets, trade distortions heavily
favoring English industries and a humongous
population to tax to finance every aspect of
imperialism.

In his own opinion naturally, the manin
lead charge considered himself a devout Sikh
and therefore a moral obligation rested on him
to question whatever he thought was not part
of Sikhism. But the critical nature of him had a
side-effect, albeit a positive one. His ears were
open, since he had to pick lines from the
discourses being held in Namdhari diwans, so
that he could debate upon them. In trying to
find loopholes, the understanding that he
acquired passively, rather brought him more
near to the appeal of Satguru Ji and fascination
of Sikhism. He set out to confront Satguru Ji,
but ended up being an admirer of him for the
rest of his life.

He transformed from a former critic to
a devotee-companion. He, in the course of
time evolved to a level, where he came to be
referred to as saint now, as Sant Sukhdev
Singh. Extraordinarily blessed are those who
get a chance to be in the company of their
beloved Satguru, though worldly pursuits do
not provide this opportunity to everyone. Sant

Sukhdev Singh always remained in the dear
companionship of Satguru Partap Singh Ji and
later Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, through the means
of a devoted mind. His feelings and Satguru Ji's
guidance, communicated through the means
of letter correspondence, are available and
preserved in the next generation of the family.
These letters, originally preserved by Sant Ji
himself, in an old file entitled 'H Hhﬁ OREPEIES
RAT (Commandments of Sri Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji) provides a glance of how closely
associated Sant Sukhdev Singh was.

A man, who was formerly indulged in
intoxication and prohibited food forms, now
was so much changed that his lifestyle became
a carefully calculated plan. Always wary of the
good old maxim of Indian philosophy and
culture 37 %Jlﬁ, &y W', which refers that food
shapes the mind, Sant Sukhdev Singh never
consumed the forbidden foods ever again. As
the family oral memaoirs, told many times by
Mata Harbans Kaur, pointed out, the new mind
state that Sant Sukhdev Singh acquired was
free of cynicism, hatred and jealousy. This new
mind state kept Sant Ji in such elation that in
order to remain in that state, Sant Ji did not
consume food contributed by others, since he
could not be sure that by what means the
person contributing to the food had earned
livelihood or maintained what lifestyle. By
being fully responsible for his own lifestyle, his
diet and his actions, he channeled his thinking
in a positive direction, which earned for him
love and appreciation of Satguru Partap Singh
it

For Sant Ji, the source of motivation for
every smalland big endeavor of his life, was




the universalism of Sikhism, through the able
guidance of Satguru Ji. It is both surprising as
well as motivating to see how a man who
objected to the visit itself of Satguru Partap
Singh Ji to East Africa, now begged for Satguru
Ji's direction, even in the minutest matters of
his life and family. Satguru Ji's benevolence,
expressed in letter correspondence, is very
pleasing to read. What would have been the
limits of joy of Sant Sukhdev Singh whenever
he would open a letter containing Satguru Ji's
is beyond one's
imagination. Itis equally charming to note that
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during the physical lifetime of Satguru Partap
Singh Ji, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji (then in the
form of Baba Ji) also showered his care and
blessings on Sant Sukhdev Singh on various
matters and on different occasions. In one
letter of year 1954, Baba Jagjit Singh Ji wrote to
Sant Ji, "This is a very praiseworthy effort of
you Sadh Sangat that you have started
gathering for meditation. Satguru Ji (referring
to Satguru Partap Singh Ji) has been very
pleased by this. Satguru Ji bless you, and you
become capable of more meditation and
worthy of Satguru Ji's blessings''.
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Copy of letter written by Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji (then in the form of Baba Ji)

to Sant Sukhdev Singh




Sant Sukhdev Singh, a completely
transformed man by now, wondered the bliss
and joy of nearness of Satguru Ji's lotus feet. In
one of his poems, he penned down his feelings
for the unparalleled fortune of the wood used
to frame Satguru li's Kharavaan (the
archetypal Indian footwear).

HY Af3d9 9 y3wv fHw

3T TH I T BAF &
AT 74T A9 AYA= &6

O the fortunate wood of the
Kharavaan of my Satguru Guru Partap Singh,

Witnessing your good fortune, entire
world wonders a hundred times.

The poem continues further with the
conversation of the fortunate wood with poet
Sant Sukhdev Singh, who used to write with
pen-name 'DeVv'. The true feelings of Sant Ji got
rewarded. As a rare chance, Sant Ji got the
opportunity of reciting this poem in the
presence of Satguru Partap Singh Ji himself,
who usually never allowed to say anything
praising himin his presence.

In 1959, Satguru Partap Singh Ji left for
heavenly abode and Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
assumed all responsibilities of the Sangat in
the form of Guru. Expressing his remembrance
for Satguru Partap Singh Ji and the new
devotion to Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, Sant Ji
wrote:
& i1 wigdtar & g79 udst
87 A& fAA 397 a9& nirge nie
Ha WA S fint Aee 3
Ho! I96 BET IT6 MIHE nid
Jo fenr® agtat nieet €3
89 Ae A 397 a9s feHae nie
&7 3t feg ot Rt uae 3
7 g2 fds feg St »igy niw
89 Adt 5u9 I Huz <
fege gga’ 9 €Jt gnre nie

9 U feu I AIHIS § 3

Sowing the (crop of) Naam (meditation)
in the barren land of Africa,
the way he (Satguru Partap Singh Ji) used to
come to cultivate it.

Barring the Sikhs and devotees from
consuming intoxicants and flesh,
the way he used to come to persuade
people.

By being graceful to the poor and
orphans,
the way he used to come to help and guide.

The same way, he (Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji)
also fulfills desires,
whatever (desires) holding in their hearts
people come to him.

The same glow reflects from his face,
from his discourses, same taste (direction) is
obtained.

Witnessing Guru Jagjit Singh in the form
of Guru (spiritual guide),
the memories of Guru Partap Singh come to
my mind.

In 1966, Sant Sukhdev Singh came to India.
First he moved to Sirsa for some time and
eventually settled in Jalandhar. The family
records contain a letter written by Sant
Gurbhajan Singh, secretary to Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji carrying the direction of Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji for Sant Ji. Sant Ji would have written
regarding his plans for purchasing a land to
Satguru Ji's approval for the land Sant lJi
wanted to purchase. The letter mentioned,
'With the instructions of Sri Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji, | state with respect that you purchase
the land, whose map drawing you had sent
and which is of seventeen marlas for Rs 3500/-
build a house. In the letter dated 14th June
1967, Sant Gurbhajan Singh mentioned




, and make a house required for residential
purpose. Greetings to rest of the family'.
Obtaining the approval of Satguru Ji,
Sant Ji purchased the land and starting
building a house. The framework of the house
got ready. Meanwhile, Sant Ji started feeling
the financial pressure of construction and
needed to gather more resources for further
construction. Although Sant Ji could have
easily approached Satguru Ji for monetary
help, but the enlightenment that he had
received led him to gather the necessary
resources himself, with the blessings of
Satguru Ji. Sant Ji's two elder sons, S. Amrik
Singh and S. Rajpal Singh were working in
Nairobi. Sant Sukhdev Singh thought of going
to them, helping them in their work and in
turn, collecting money to pursue construction
activities in full swing back home. This is the
essence of self-resilience, where devotion to
the beloved God and fulfillment of worldly
duties go hand-in-hand.
For Sant Sukhdev Singh, the house would be
turned to a 'home' only if Satguru Ji bless the
place and stay in it for some time. Sant Ji had
this desire in his heart, but he never expressed
it to Satgutu Ji, since for welcoming Satguru Ji,
Sant Ji thought that more construction was
required. By the time Sant Ji left for Africa
again, mere framework was in place. Even
plaster had not been done, the place was full
of dirt and there was no protection from
mosquitoes. Even Sant Ji's family did not use to
reside there. They were living on rent nearby,
while the construction of their house was
going on. In order to create bare minimum
facilities for welcoming even any guests, Sant
Sukhdev Singh went again to Africa, with the
hidden desire in his heart that one day Satguru

Jagjit Singh Ji may bless the place and turn it to
a home, where then his family may live. Sant Ji
went to Africa on ship, and as narrated by
Mata Harbans Kaur, he carried chickpea, other
food items and even a drum of water along
with him for the entire journey. Sant lJi
maintained his practices even in otherwise
difficult situations.

In the meantime, Sant Sarwan Singh
Sokhi, who had been head of Namdhari Sangat
in Africa, had also came to Jalandhar. Sant
Sarwan Singh had built a palatial house with
glittering, branded furniture and all types of
facilities in posh locality, model Town of
Jalandhar. Sant Sarwan Singh requested
Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji for inauguration of his
house. A grand event was planned. The entire
family of Satguru Ji, including Mata Ji, Maharaj
Ji, Bebe Ji and all the influential persons of
Namdhari Durbar and others, along with a vast
Sangat were requested for attending the
event. At the day of inauguration, a big
congregation resulted. Satguru Ji was blessing
everyone, Kirtan was going on. When Sant
Sukhdev Singh's family came for Satguru Ji's
darshan, Satguru Ji said to Mata Harbans Kaur,
"Bibi, reach your home, | will stay tonight in
your house under construction". These words
said by Satguru Ji always resounded in the ears
of Mata Harbans Kaur. While there was no
bound of joy for the entire family, it was still a
rare, mixed feeling. In a house, where only
framewoek was ready yet, which was covered
in dust and dirt, where there was no
protection from mosquitoes and insects, and
where the family itself did not reside for the
time being, how in such a place, Satguru Ji
could be welcomed. There were no resources
atall. No beds, no bed sheets, no well to fetch




water for preparing food. On top of it,
everyone was stunned as Satguru Ji had came
to inaugurate Sant Sarwan Singh's house, and
after having done that, he chose to spend the
night in Sant Sukhdev Singh's house, leaving all
the comforts to venture for a difficult night
stay.

The exact state of the family's mind
cannot be described in words. They must have
experienced bliss, joy, surprise, concern, all at
the same time. Nevertheless, since Satguru Ji
had instructed that he would stay for that
nightin Sant Sukhdev Singh's house, the whole
family immediately left for their house. As
there was no furniture whatsoever, the cots
and covers on which the members of the
family used to sleep, were brought from their
nearby rented accommodation to the place
where Sant Ji's house was being built. One
could only imagine what would have been the
next events in that short span of time.
Someone must have gathered to pick a broom
for cleaning, someone else may have brought
the best cot available in the family and kept it
on a place just cleaned. Cloth covers, used by
the family would have been placed on the cot.
Meanwhile, for stay of the rest of the persons
accompanying Satguru Ji, other available cots
would have been similarly placed. In short
time, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji arrived. Satguru Ji,
fully aware of the condition and facilities of the
house by that time, had instructed the sewaks
to bring well water with them. In all that
atmosphere of joy and surprise, Satguru Ji sat
onthe cot.

During the night, another dilemma
arose. There were no partitions. The sewaks
and others were not ready to sleep on cots,
which were at the same level as that of Satguru

Ji's cot. Mata Ji, then solved this dilemma. She
inverted the cot, now it was at the ground
level. There, the covers were spread and
likewise, everyone else followed the same.
Amidst all the difficulties of the toughness of
the conditions, the night was dearly spent.
Satguru Ji and others took bath next early
morning in the same house and then went to
Sant Sarwan Singh's residence for Asa di Vaar.
When Sant Sukhdev Singh got to know about
the grace of Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji, he was
overjoyous and told that Satguru Ji had
fulfilled the wish of his heart. Satguru lJi
fulfilled Sant Ji's wishes, as Sant Ji would not be
able to come to India again. Sant Sukhdev
Singh met with a fatal accident in Nairobi in
1970 later and did not find suitable
opportunity to visit his home since he left for
Africa. Nonetheless, Sant Ji was gratified that
his wish had come true; that Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji blessed the house and that now it was
the home where he wished he family should
reside.

Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji consoled Sant Ji's
family and motivated them to accept the
God's will. Since then, Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
has always blessed the family by visiting Sant
Ji's home regularly and using it for dera
(residing and resting) during his stays in
Jalandhar. All this has been because of the
Satguru Ji's and Sant Ji's mutual love for each
other.

Satguru Ji showered his love on Sant
Sukhdev Singh and family like Lord Krishna
blessed Sudama. Satguru Ji has personally
cared for his devotees. His care is for everyone,
yet blessed are his devotees who are most
dear to him, and who are receptive to every
instruction of Satguru Ji.




It happened one afternoon

7 March, 2003 Sri Bhaini Sahib
o B

We were filming in Sri Bhaini Sahib for

the documentary 'Atal Pratapi'. It was an
unusually warm afternoon when we were
finally given permission to interview Satguru
Jagjit Singh Ji for the same. | along with my
cameraman Chinmaya Khatri, sound recordist
Rishi Oberoi, associate Sudhir Dayma and two
more associates (I unfortunately don't
remember their names now) setup in the
lawns of the Baag Wali Kothi.

We were ready by 2:30pm and were
waiting for Satguru ji when my Chinmaya
approached me and said that he had an urge to
smoke. For the uninitiated one can't smoke /
drink / eat tobacco within Sri Bhaini Sahib. |
tried dissuading him, but he was unable to
resist the urge. He excused us and went out
with another associate into the fields outside
Bhaini Sahib and smoked. On the way back he
took a quick detour to the guest house and
rinsed his mouth and probably brushed his
teeth before coming back to the location of the
shoot. | was a bit embarrassed at the moment

AfSag AT fiw FSTEet Mg --mnmneemeeaeee-

Taranjiet Singh Namdhari

that if anyone found out it would harm the
shoot.

After Naam Simran Satguru ji arrived at
the location by 3:30pm and we started filming
the interview. It was for the first time that we
were conducting an interview with Satguru ji
himself and | was excited to hear Him speak
about Satguru Pratap Singh ji. The interview
went off quite well and we were all
mesmerised by Satguru ji's aura. At about
5:00pm when Satguru ji was about to leave
and we were all winding up, Sewak Harpal
Singh suggested that the team click a picture
with Satguru ji. | was elated and asked my
team to gather around Satguru jl, however
assuming that Satguru ji had gone Chinmaya
had taken off the handkerchief covering his
head (normally in the presence of Satguru ji as
a mark of respect one covers their head).
When Satguru ji sat down for the picture, the
security guard around got upset and motioned
Chinmaya to cover his head, unknown to us all
Satguru ji was watching all this, He to the
surprise of the security and everyone else
asked Chinmaya not to bother and infect asked
the rest of the team also take off their
handkerchiefs. As we gathered around
Satguru ji, He motioned Chinmaya to sit in
front of him and said | forgot to tell you
something. He then went on to narrate the
Sakhi of how once he was on horseback and
the reins broke, Satguru Pratap Singh ji asked
him to jump, however he realised that if he
jumped he could hurt himself bad, hence he




caught hold and twisted of the horse's ears
hard and the horse stopped galloping. When
He finished all of us were in smiles and when |
looked across at Chinmaya he was
overwhelmed with emotions. Satguru ji had
narrated the whole sakhi looking at him. He
bent down and took Satguru Ji's blessings.
Satguru ji benevolently blessed the whole
teamand smiled alotatall of us.

A few hours later in the night Chinmaya
who had never expressed any sort of emotion
and had always felt that | was too much into
paying obeisance and faith bound remarked -
when Satguru ji was narrating the Sakhi he felt
a very different connect, he felt an energy that
he had never felt. before, he felt Satguru ji was
talking to him and him alone, as if there was no
one around. It was moment that he had never
felt before. It was as if Satguru ji was
connected to him. He was glad that he came to
Sri Bhaini Sahib, glad that he met Satguru ji.
Little did he realise that was Satguru Jagjit
Singh Ji's aura, he loved and embraced
everyone, irrespective of the baggage the
world carries about them. In His humbleness
Satguru ji had done only what He could do.

9 years later in December 2012 when Satguru
ji passed away, Chinmaya was one of the first
people to call and offer his condolences. Our
conversation even today when we speak
revolves around what happened that one
afternoon.

Dhan Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji
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